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Down the New Year's Ways 
By Marian Smith Righton 


AM stepping o’er the threshold 
Of another year; 
May the Saviour’s grace and glory 
On my path appear; 
May He guide me, give me wisdom, 
For the untried days: 
When He leads I cannot blunder, 
Down the New Year’s ways. 


In His strength I need not falter; 
In His care I rest; 

In the storm and in the sunshine 
His sweet will is best. 

On my life, if I obey Him, 
Shine His love-light’s rays: 

Then He'll bless me by His presence, 
Down the New Year’s ways. 


There are those who tread with trembling 
In this war-torn realm — 

Father, grant me glad assurance, 
Thou art at the helm: 

If Thy Spirit guard and guide me 
Through the untried days, 

I shall walk with wondrous surenesc 
Down the New Year’s ways, 
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AWatchword for the New Year 


Another year has come and gone, 
and we have not heard the “shout ... 
the voice of the archangel... and... 
the trump of God.” The editorial note 
in the first issue of the Tumes for 1948 
concluded, “The Lord may come this 
year!” But it was not to be. Because 
prophetic dates worked out by men have 
Proved uneventful and have faded into 


the past, because iniquity abounds and 
the love of many is waxing cold, because 
of the tiresome sameness in tragedy and 
confusion in newspaper headlines day 
after day, because of dissension and divi- 
sion in the Church, there is grave danger 
of faintness of heart and discouragement 
even among Christians. It is well to 
look for the coming of the Lord, but 
it is not well to have our hearts so set 
upon it that we give way to disappoint- 
ment when He does not come. “We walk 
by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7), and 
it is our great privilege to see Him by 
faith. “Now we see not yet all things put 
under him. But we see Jesus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels for 
the. suffering of death, crowned with 
glory and honour; that he by the grace 
of God should taste death for every man” 
(Heb, 2:8, 9). As we cross the boundary 
into the new year, and wonder what 
its shadowy distances may hold for us, 
our loved ones, and the world, let us 
be continually “looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith”, (Heb. 
12:2). To Him we must look for cleans- 
ing from all sin; for consecration — even 
the desire to be wholly His; for courage 
to bear the trials and opposition of the 


world; for continuance, that we may each 
one “endure hardness, as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3). The prin- 
ciple of “looking unto Jesus” is basic 
in the Christian life and is thoroughly 
practical. It is possible to look to Him 
when the atmosphere is getting tense in 
a board or committee meeting; when 
our sleep is broken by outside noises, 
or the care of sick children and old 
folks; when funds are low and bills are 
mounting; when friendships are strained 
and old associations seem sure to be 
wrecked on the rocks of disagreement; 
when those “bad days” come and every- 
thing seems to go wrong; and in the 
presence of the greater tragedies of life. 
It was when they “looked unto him” that 
they “were lightened: and their faces 
were not ashamed” (Psa, 34:5), or, as 
the Revised Version has it, “were radi- 
ant.” So as the days come and go, with 
their usual mixtures of trials and joys, 
let us “consider him that endured such 
contradiction of sinners against himself, 
lest ye be wearied and faint in your 
minds” (Heb, 12:3). And, if He should 
come, what better occupation could we 
have than to be “looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith”? 


The Fullness of Time 


An editorial by Joseph Edwin Harris 


NE Christmas Eve the writer 
O visited a friend’s home, and a little 

four-year-old girl ran up to me 
and said rapturously, “Oh, Mr. Harris, 
it’s Christmas tomorrow,” and then she 
added slowly, “if it ever comes!” What 
a volume of longing desire and repressed 
impatience was condensed in that girlie’s 
words! To me it was a parable. It was 
in the fullness of the time that God sent 
forth His Son, but how His faithful peo- 
ple must have yearned for the prom- 
ised Saviour to come. We see it in 








Comfort for Dark Days 


. “The Lord recompense thy work, 
and a full reward be given thee 
of the Lord God of Israel, under 
whose wings thou art come to 
trust” (Ruth 2:12). 




















Simeon, whom Luke pictures as “wait- 
ing for the consolation of Israel” for 
many years. How his devout soul longed 
to see the Saviour, and what infinite 
satisfaction was his when at last he held 
the child Jesus in his arms, and ex- 
claimed, “Lord, now lettest thou thy 
servant depart in peace, according to 
thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation” (Luke 2:29, 30). At last He 
had seen the face of Jesus, and all his 
soul was satisfied. 

For the entire race it was a long wait 
for the first Christmas. The promise of 
a coming Deliverer was made immedi- 
ately after the entrance of sin into the 
Garden; but centuries rolled by, civil- 
izations developed and decayed, dynas- 
ties rose and fell, generation succeeded 
generation, and still the coming One 
had not appeared. Not that God was 
inactive, or forgetful. He was gradually 
preparing the way, but only when all 
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needed preparation had been made and 
the fullness of the time had come did 
He send forth His Son. 

It takes but a moment’s thought to 
see that the long wait was necessary. 
For Christ to have come soon after the 
fall would not have been fitting, for the 
true nature and blighting character of 
sin needed time to become clearly ap- 
parent. Without experience of the fatal 
nature of his moral disease, and his in- 
ability to remedy it, man could not 
appreciate redemption: Again, had 
Christ come at the’ beginning of Israel’s 
national history, it would have been “as 
if some high work of art were submitted 
to novices for criticism.” Much was 
needed to prepare the race for the com- 
ing of Christ, and He came only when 
circumstances were such that the deep- 
est and most lasting impressions could 
be made. 

But the fullness of the time came at 
last, and then God sent forth His Son. 
It has often been shown how fitting was 
the time of the Saviour’s appearing, how 
truly it was “the fulness of the time” 
(Gal. 4:4). Outward circumstances were 
favorable. It was an age of peace, a 
breathing space in the interminable 
strife of nations. The civilized world 
was bound together in one empire. A 
common knowledge of the Greek lan- 
guage throughout the Mediterranean 
world and a nétwork of Roman roads 
combined to favor the rapid spread of 
the Christian message. The dispersion 
of the Jews had dotted heathen lands 
with Jewish synagogues, giving their 
wiiness to the oneness of God, and Gen. 
tile proselytes to the Jewish faith were 
many. The Old Testament was widely 
known beyond the confines of Judaism, 
cultured people having had access to the 
Greek version of it for at least two 
centuries. 

The moral and spiritual conditions of 
the era betokened the fullness of time, 
too. In the pagan world the time was 
ripe for the Gospel. There God had 
permitted a vast spiritual experiment to 
be made by men. Heathenism was sim- 
ply man religiously left to himself. Time 
now had demonstrated what man un- 
aided could do. A fair trial had been 
made of human ability to effect redemp- 
tion. The art, education, philosophy, 
and natural religion of the ancient civil- 
izations had had their opportunity, had 
passed their peak, and not by any of 
these had men been saved. The golden 
age of pagan civilization was gone. 
Pagan life was in decadence. Pagan re- 
ligion was bankrupt. Thinking people 
were falling away from the old pagan 
faiths, and their hold upon the populace 
was weakening. 

Still the gods were in their temples, 

But the ancient faith had fled, 

And the priests stood by their altars 

Only for a piece of bread. 

When we turn from the pagan to the 
Hebrew world, there, too, we see that 
conditions spiritually called for the Sav- 
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iour’s coming. Here was God’s separated 
people.. Behind them lay a long period 
of positive preparation for the coming 
of the Messiah. They had been drilled 
in the truth of the unity and oneness 
of God. They had been taught the sin- 
fulness of sin, the need of righteousness, 
and the idea of redemption. Judaism 
was not natural, but revealed religion. 
The revelation, however, was incomplete, 
and the forms by which this true faith 
was expressed were of an interim char- 
acter. By this interim religion the godly 
Jews had been carried as far as was 
possible, while in the rest of the nation 
religion had become a formal ceremonial, 
a hollow shell of externalism. 
In the sacred courts of Zion 
Where the Lord had His abode, 
There the money-changers trafficked, 
And the sheep and oxen trod. 

Reality and vitality were gone. The 
time was ripe for the completion of God’s 
revelation and for the actual work of 
redemption, 

To say the time was ripe does not 
mean that the world generally was ready 
and expecting the Saviour gladly and 
yearningly. The world was ripe in its 
need and in its circumstances, but the 
actual and rejoicing expectation of 
Christ was limited to a faithful few — 
people like Simeon, Anna, and others. 
The many were not prepared in saint- 
liness, only in neediness. 

Yet the faithful few were sighing, 

“Surely, Lord, the day is near, 

The Desire of all the Nations, 

It is time He should appear.” 

And as it was before His first coming, 
so will it be when He reappears. As 
then He came only in the fullness of 
time, so again, He will come only when 
everything ccmbines to make it the fit- 
ting hour.- And as the first coming took 
the world larsely by surprise, so will 
the second. The faithful minority will 
be expecting Him, but the world at 
large will be surprised. Unbelief will 
be busy with its man-made, self-suffi- 
cient schemes to bring in the age of 
gold, but the faithful will remember the 
word of James, “Be patient therefore, 
brethren, unto the coming of the Lord 
. . - Stablish your hearts: for the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh” (Jas. 
§:7, 8). 

There is something here that bears 
not only on the first and second advents, 
but upon all waiting times in the Chris- 
tian’s experience. As in the life of the 
world at large, so in the life of the in- 
dividual, there is such a thing as waiting 
for the fullness of the time in the out- 
working of God’s plans and purposes 
for us, 

Life brings to us its wecrying delays. 
Thereby faith is sorely tried, patience 
and hope are put to considerable strain. 
Perhaps you are waiting today for the 
realization of some hcly aspiration, some 
noble purpose, some godly desire, or 
for the answer to some earnest prayer 
in which you have persisted for years, 
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You may be waiting for God’s deliver- 
ance from trying circumstances, waiting 
for Him to open a coor to larger serv- 
ice, waiting for Him to shed light on 
some mystery in your life. You are won- 
dering why you have waited so long. 
God’s hour has not yet come. The full- 
ness of time is not here. It is hard for 
us to wait for the realization of our de- 
sires as it was for the little child to 
wait for Christmas to come. But wait 
we must. The benefit, deliverance, or 
answer we long for could not measure 
up to the best God intends if it came to 
us unripe. 

Our Lord Himself knew the same dis- 
cipline. All through the hidden years 
at Nazareth He was waiting the full- 
ness of time. But those years at Naz- 
areth were years in which He lived the 
things He later was to teach. He was 
content to wait, there in the narrow life 
of a peasant home, till God’s hour struck, 
Even after He began His public life, the 
same testing was His. The wilderness 
temptation was an effort of Satan to get 
our Lord to take a short cut into Iis 
Kingdom without waiting for the full- 
ness of time. When members of His 
family and even His own disciples im- 
patiently sought to push Him forward 
to Messianic honors, more than once He 
had to say, “Mine hour is not yet come” 
(John 2:4). He waited for the fullness 
of the time, and we must learn to do the 
same. Patient waiting for God’s time 


(Continued on page 18) 








Notes on Open Letters 
A Novel Attendance Plan 


In a recent evangelistic campaign 
out in the State of Kansas I offered a 
free subscription to every Sunday 
school teacher who could get her class 
to attend at least one night a hundred 
percent, and this is the outcome. So 
will you please send a one year’s sub- 
eo to THe Sunpay ScHoo. Times 
to the following. . . —f. D. Freleigh, 
Youth for Christ International, Central 
ot agg Office, 633 Railway Exchange 
Bldg., Kansas City 6, Mo. 

Mr. Freleigh sent the names and ad- 
dresses of seven people, which means 
that all of these Sunday school teachers 
succeeded in bringing their entire classes 
to at least one of the evangelistic meet- 
ings during the campaign in Kansas. 
According to the Club Plan, the Tres 
will ke sent to the separate addresses at 
the rate of $2 each instead of $2.50, thus 
saving 50 cents on each subscription. 

This is a novel and commendable plan, 
for it stimulates competition among Sun- 
day school classes with a worthy aim, 
brings more young people within the 
sound of the Gospel, and provides more 
teachers with the. valuable lesson helps 
given each week in the Trues. 

The Times will be glad to send a free 
subscription to any who are:able to form 
a new Club of ten subscribers. 
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Liquid wealth flowing beneath the earth in the Near East 





whole medieval period, and even 

in the sixteenth, seventeenth, and 
eighteenth centuries, practically no in- 
terest whatever, either political or eco- 
nomic, was shewn in the region of Baby- 
lon and the lower part of the Euphrates 
River; in fact, for centuries no reports 
were even brought back of the site of 
ancient Babylon. Europe and the Near 
East lived one life, and the desert, serv- 
ing. as an almost impassable boundary, 
shut off that part of the globe from 
the vast populations of China, India, 
Japan, Burma, and the like. In the last 
half century, however, all this has 
changed. 

This sandy area, once teeming with 
millions of souls, suddenly burst forth 
as an area of international importance 
and of great economic significance. We 
might say that this began with the plans 
of the German people, toward the end 
of the nineteenth and the beginning of 
our century, to extend themselves east- 
ward, driven by the motto that produced 
such a vast literature in those early 
days, Drang nach Osten (“The drive 
toward the East”). Out of this came 
the plans for the famous Bagdad-Berlin 
Railway, with a great deal of political 
manipulation and struggling with the 
Turkish Government. The first World 
War, of course, put an end to Germany’s 
dreams in this direction, but it did not 
terminate the significance of this part 
of the Near East; in fact, Germany had 
no conception at the end of the nine- 
teenth century how really important the 
area they -had set their heart upon was 
going to become. Suddenly the Western 
world became aware of the enormous 
powers latent in petroleum, and, search- 
ing for the hest deposits, soon discov- 
ered that two of the largest in the world 
were north in Persia and south in 
Arabia. To get this petroleum to the 
Mediterranean, and thus to the Western 
world, pipe lines had to be laid through 
this very territory, and the ancient, 
otherwise insignificant city in our time, 
Mosul, suddenly took upon itself inter- 
national importance. 


Fe hundreds of years, during the 


The Greatest Economic Prize Today 


This story of oil in the Near East has 
also produced a great literature which 
cannot be discussed here. I would like 
to refer only to a manuscript I have 
before me, the address of Mr. Harold 
F. Sheets, for many years director and 
chairman of the Board of the Socony 
Vacuum Oil Company, Inc., of New York 
City. It is the verbatim report of an 
address that he gave at the annual spring 
meeting of the Pacific Coast District of 
the American Petroleum Institute, at the 


Many nations are looking with covet- 
ous eyes toward the immense petro- 
leum deposits in the region of Mosul. 
What this may mean as a source of 
power in the near future was set 
forth in an address by the chairman 
of the Board of the Socony Vacuum 
Oil Company in Los Angeles, from 
which Dr. Smith quotes extensively 
in this eighth article of his series. 
But as Dr. Smith shows, using other 
striking quotations, oil is not the 
only reason for new interest in the 
once dead desert regions. 








Biltmore Hotel in Los Angeles, May 6, 
1948. The following lines taken from 
this address will be sufficient to impress 
anew upon our minds the significance of 
the Euphrates area: 

“When we think of Middle East oil 
we should allow our minds to roam be- 
yond the statistics to the lands where 
the treasures of our modern life are 
hidden in such abundance. We must 
get to know the Middle East if we are 
to work successfully in it; we must 
understand its problems; and we must 
study its peoples, their long history, 
their present thinking, and thcir aspira- 
tions. The Middle East holds in its 
oil resources what is perhaps the great- 
est economic prize in the world today, 
a prize that is of paramount importance 
to us not only for our own domestic 
needs, but also for the uses we can 
make of it in building the kind of world 
that we desire, a world of freedom and 
of lasting peace. In our hands the oil 
resources of the Middle East could be 
employed to these ends; in the hands of 
some potential enemy power they might 
be used to very different purposes. Yet 
this area is situated 5,000 miles from 
our shores; it is the home of peoples 
with whom we as a nation have had 
little contact, and with whose problems 
we have had little experience. My plea 
to the American people, and particularly 
to the community of oil men, is that 
in talking and thinking of Middle East 
oil we penetrate behind the astronomic 
statistics and think of the lands and the 
peoples concerned. ... 

“For several centuries the Middle East 
has lain in relative quiet. ‘he great 
trade routes have passed to the seas, 
although the principal camel caravan 
routes are still used, while the world’s 
battlegrounds have moved to other cen- 
ters. But now the Midcle East is awak- 
ening again to the impact of the oil drill 
and the hum of the refinery. , . . As the 
people are poor so have been their gov- 
ernments, Before the war the total annual 
combined revenues of the governments of 
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Vill. The Amazing Revival of Interest in the Euphrates Valley 


By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D. 


Syria, Lebanon, Palestine, Transjordan, 
Iraq, and Saudi-Arabia amounted to only 
approximately 100 million dollars. It is 
in these poor and relatively primitive 
countries, amid peoples living today not 
very differently from the way their 
forebears lived in the time of Christ, that 
oil has been discovered in greater abun- 
dance than in any other area of the 
earth. The development of this oil is 
bringing rapid and profound changes. 
Large amounts of money, mostly in dol- 
lars and sterling, are now going into the 
area. Wells are being drilled, pipe lines 
laid, and refineries and terminals built. 
Supporting these are housing develop- 
ments, hospitals, and other services. 
The new capital expenditures of the oil 
companies in the Middle East during the 
next four to five years will amount to 
approximately a billion dollars. In addi- 
tion, each of the governments of the 
area will be receiving income from roy- 
alties and taxes—for all subsoil rights 
belong to the governments themselves 
and all oil concessions are granted by 
the state after ratification by parlia- 
ment. As soon as the pipe lines to the 
Mediterranean which are under con- 
struction or projected have been com- 
pleted and put into capacity operation, 
the income of the governments of the 
Middle East from royalties and taxes 
will exceed one-half million dollars each 
day, or approximately 200 million dol- 
lars per year from oil alone—in con- 
trast to a total annual prewar revenue 
of 100 million dollars from all sources. 


New Life Blood for the Middle East 


“Thus within the next ten to twenty 
years, within the lifetime of most every- 
one in this room, it is possible to fore- 
cast so great a development in the Mid- 
dle East as to constitute a virtual 
transformation. Mistakes will be made, 
but in the end, sooner rather than later, 
the great amount of money that will 
pour through the veins of those coun- 
tries, like new life’s blood, will vitalize 
the whole area. We should see the coun- 
tries of the Middle East, now debilitated 
and weak, grow into strong and healthy 
nations, taking their places and making 
their influence felt at the council tables 
of the world. ... 

“In these circumstances, it is essential, 
both for our welfare and theirs, that 
western Europe should transfer the 
source of its oil supplies from the west- 
ern hemisphere to the Middle East, as 
rapidly and to the greatest extent pos- 
sible. The need to relieve the United 
States of European demand is recognized 
in the European recovery act in the pro- 
vision that ‘the procurement of petro- 
leum and petroleum products . , . shall, 
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to the maximum extent practicable, be 
made from petroleum sources outside 
the United States.’” 

Mr. Sheets closes with these words: 
“That task is essential; it cannot wait. 
Our well-being and prosperity in peace, 
and our security in war, should war 
come, demand that it be carried through. 
I am sure that all Americans who know 
the facts will rally to the support of 
the policies toward the Middle East 
which will assure the success of the great 
adventure on which the oil industry is 
embarked.” 


The Revolt Against Ancient Dynasties 
A third factor giving new emphasis 
to this long inconsequential area is one 
that cannot be exaggerated, and that is 
the breaking away from the rule of 
European nations, the revolt against 
age-long dynastic rulers, of the great 
nations of the Far East. Iraq itself, in 
October, 1932, was released from the 
mandatory system of the League of 
Natiohs, and declared an independent 
state, and thus as Professor Henry A. 
Foster reminds us in his “Making of 
Modern Iraq”: “Iraq became the first 
graduate pupil of the League’s tutorial 
school for backward people preparing 
for statehood and membership in the 
family of nations. This establishment 
in the Arab world of the first nation- 
state by the pattern of Western democ- 
racy is only the latest of a fairly endless 
number of unusual events in the history 
of the fabled land. Traditionally Iraq 
arises out of Eden, historically she is 
the most recent political creation of 
the concert of world powers. She is 
then in the sweep of human affairs both 
the Alpha and Omega of social entities. 
She represents in a significant sense a 
comprehensive cycle of the human story; 
out of the unity of creation, then 
through millennia of varied cultural 
lights and shadows, and now back again 
as a project of human unity.” Arabia, 
as many will recall, as early as 1916 
revolted against the Turks, a revolt that 
was soon followed by a declaration of 
independence. China, though torn with 
war during our century, has become a re- 
public. Japan rose up out of her long Ori- 
ental tradition and, with all the weapons 
of the Western world at her command, 
delivered to our own nation a staggering 
blow, from which we could recuperate 
only after months of feverish activity, 
a power we could only defeat after the 
loss of thousands of lives, and the ex- 
penditure of billions of dollars in muni- 
tions. How impossible all of this would 
have seemed a century ago! And now 
only within the last few months has the 
great nation of India, with 300 teeming 
millions, severed its relationship with 
the British Empire. Egypt did this some 
years ago, and revolutions are going on 
in other smaller nations of the Far East. 
The tragic thing is that Communism 
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is beginning to work with terrific suc- 
cess among these vast multitudes. When 
these nations are armed, and when they 
are under the control of a godless Soviet 
power, then has the hour come when 
mighty rulers of the East will be seen 
marching westward with their vast 
armies, irresistibly drawn toward that 
great and dreadful battle of Armaged- 
don. At that time the Second Psalm will 
have its climactic and final fulfillment, 
when the kings of the earth will rise up 
against the Anointed, and the princes 
of the nations of the earth will strive 
to destroy God Himself. The whole Far 
East is swiftly preparing for that day in 
which this passage can be fulfilled in a 
way in which commentators for a thou- 
sand years never dreamed, 

So important is this resurgence of the 
whole Far East, together with the dis- 
covery of oil and the political plays of 
the Western nations for these rich de- 
posits, that our greatest living historian, 
Arnold J. Toynbee, in his latest book, 
“Civilization on Trial,” has written what 
seems to me one of the most astonishing 
statements concerning this ancient area 
of the globe that has appeared in any 
authentic work on history in our cen- 
tury: “Though today there are still 
some fifteen hundred million not yet 
awakened peasants— about three-quar- 
ters of the living generation of mankind 
— in India, China, Indo-China, Indonesia, 
Dar-al-Islam, and Eastern Europe, their 
awakening is now only a matter of time, 
and when it has heen accomplished, 
numbers will begin to tell. Their gravi- 
tational pull may then draw the centre- 
point of human affairs away from the 
Ultima Thule among the Isles of the 
Sea to some locus approximately equi- 
distant from the western pole of the 
world’s population in Europe and North 
America and its eastern pole in China 
and India, and this would indicate a site 
in the neighborhood of Babylon, on the 
ancient portage across the isthmus be- 
tween the Continent and its peninsulas 
of Arabia and Africa. The centre might 
even travel farther into the interior of 
the Continent to some locus between 
China and Russia (the two historic 
tamers of the Eurasian nomads) and that 
would indicate a site in the neighbor- 
hood of Babur’s Farghana, in-the familiar 
Transoxanian meeting-place and debat- 
ing ground of the religions and philos- 
ophies of India, China, Iran, Syria, and 
Greece.” 


Can Russia’s Dream Be Fulfilled? 

I have before me a map embracing 
Europe, Asia, and North Africa, printed 
in the New York Times, November 14, 
1948, which bears the legend in large 
letters, “Why the West Turns Its Inter- 
est to Near East and Far East.” The 
whole upper half of this map is one 
black mass, indicating either the terri- 
tory under the government of the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, or Com- 
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munist dominated areas. Since this map 
appeared, much more of China would 
have to be blacked out. On the map 
there is a legend pointing to French 
Indo-China and Java indicating “colonial 
unrest.” The legend “political uncer- 
tainty,” points to India, Burma, Pakistan. 
One billion people in India, China, and 
Russia have revolted from age-long 
dynasties or foreign control since this 
century began. With the need for oil 
becoming increasingly important, and 
Russia now finding herself capable of 
accomplishing what many of the czars 
of Russia longed to do but failed to 
achieve, namely, to seize the Bosporus, 
and thus have access, from the countries 
around the Caspian, to the 'Mediter- 
ranean Sea and the Suez Canal, together 
with the mysterious incitements of dcmon 
activity in the last days over the kings 
of the earth, one can now see as never 
before the awful meaning of any phe- 
nomena occurring in the Mesopotamian 
Valley which would give easier access to 
the kings of the vast hordes and resur- 
rected nations of the Far East to Syria, 
Palestine, and the Plain of Esdraelon. On 
that plain, in the Battle of Armageddon, 
the hopes of these godless rulers will 
be dashed to pieces, and the King of 
kings will prove to a rebellious and be- 
wildered world His right to rule over 
the earth. 


Preparing for a Future Babylon 
It is not my purpose in this article to 


-enter into the much debated subject of 


whether or not the prophecies of Isaiah 
and the Apocalypse, especially chapter 
18, require the restoration of the literal 
city of Babylon at the end of this age; 
still, one can hardly talk about the Eu- 
phrates River without thinking of Baby- 
lon. In the light of the recovery of oil 
and of the growing international im- 
portance of the Mesopotamian Valley, 
particularly the territory now called 
Iraq, and in the light of Toynbee’s state- 
ment regarding the: center of human 
activity in the near future being not far 
from the ancient city of Babylon, it is 
well to remember that-both in Jeremiah 
51. and in Revelation 18 the Babylon 
of the future, whether it be identified 
with the city on the Euphrates River 
or not, is set out as a center of vast 
commercial activity. Dr. George Adam 
Smith has well reminded us that it was 
for iis commercial activity that Babylon 
was always famous—“the very center 
of the world, the most populous and 
busy region of God’s earth, the lady of 
kingdoms who lifted herself to heaven 
from broad wharves and ramparts by 
wide flights of stairs and terraces, high 
walls and hanging gardens, pyramids 
and towers.” In fact, says this learned 
Old Testament scholar, “throughout the 
extent of Bible history, from Genesis 
to Revelation, One City remains, which 
in fact and symbol is execrated as the 
enemy of God and the stronghold of evil. 
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. . . In the Book of the Revelation its 
character and curse are transferred to 
Rome, and the New Babylon stands over 
against the New Jerusalem . . . Babylon 
is the Atheist of the Old Testament, as 
she is the Antichrist of the New.” 

One word in conclusion: Babylon has 
always stood for two things, commercial 
activity and antagonism to God, begin- 
ning far back with the Tower of Babel. 
The passage in Revelation which we 
have been studying is related to power- 
ful nations coming from the East for 
one great final battle against the 
Anointed of God; and in a later chapter 
this Euphrates area, now designated as 
Babylon, is seen to be an area of vast 
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commercial activity. Do we not have 
both of these tendencies today? — the 
amazing economic, commercial, and po- 
litical importance of this lower Mesopo- 
tamian valley around the Euphrates 
River, where Babylon once stood; and, 
on the other hand, a vast growing con- 
trol of these reborn nations of the Far 
East by the godless forces of Soviet 
Communism, which would clearly seem 
to be nothing less than the preliminary 
preparation for the inevitable final con- 
flict at Armageddon, exact*y as many of 
our major students of prophecy have 
been saying for a century as they looked 
at Revelation 16:12, 
(To be continued) 


Feeding on the Word in Mexico 


As natives study and witness for their Lord 


By HELEN M. FERREE 


This is the second and concluding part of a report of a visit, written | 
by a member of the corporation of the Pioneer Mission Agency, 506 
Commonwealth Building, 1201 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 7. 


ERE on the mission field any gather- 

ing at which the Word is taught is 
called an institute. At home we call it 
a conference. 

Let us glance at the first institute held 
in the Territory—at Felipe Carrillo 
Puerto. From villages far in the inte- 
rior, of pure Mayan blood, came four 
couples and their children. They were 
given a house in which to hang their 
hammocks, but they paid all other ex- 
penses themselves. 

Here, for one month, they had, in the 
morning, classes in reading, writing, 
singing, and God’s Word. In the after- 
ncon the women were taught such things 
as cooking, and ironing with a gasoline 
iron. The men learned carpentry, tree- 
grafting, bee-keeping, and the making 
of charcoal. The evenings were spent 
in games, those which our American 
children enjoy: Ping-pong, checkers, and 
so on. 

At the end of the month, the four couples 
recognized that they should be married 
—they had just been living together 
according to their custom—but when 
urged to do so they hesitated because 
they did not have the money to pay for 
the civil ceremony. When the charcoal 
they had made was sold, and each man 
given his share, he had exactly the cost 
of the ceremony. The civil official said 
it was most unusual to have four couples 
come to be married at the same time, 
Upon the invitation, the Delegado of 
the village and his secretary came for 
the closing service the last night. He 
heard these people read any page he 
asked for in the Mayan primer, although 
they had not been able to read four 
weeks before; he heard them recite 
God’s Word; and he heard them sing 


Christian hymns. He awarded the prizes 
for the most Scripture learned, the most 
progress in reading, the best beehives, 
the best carpentry work, and so on. One 
of these prizes was the cherished New 
Hampshire cock that had belonged to 
the missionary who had hoped by this 
gift to improve their strain of chickens. 
The native chicken is a very thin, curi- 
ous looking fowl with no feathers on one 
side of its neck, and it lays only one or 
two eggs a week at best. 

The Delegado was amazed, and said 
he had heard people talk about the needs 
of these people, but this was the first 
time he had ever seen anyone do any- 
thing about it. 

All that had been accomplished at 
this institute had been accomplished, 
with the help of three native workers, 
by a missionary, who had been accused 
of violating the Mexican law, which 
stated that only a national may perform 
religious rites. This foreigner had never 
celebrated the Lord’s Supper, had never 
baptized anyone, had never married any- 
one, had never buried anyone—all he 
had done had been to teach the Bible. 
The Delegado admitted the Catholic 
priest had brought the charge, and he 
promised to do what he could the next 
time he went to the capital. He knows 
the missionary will not give him a bribe 
as the Catholic priest will do, and so the 
charge still stands—a matter for much 
prayer. 

Three weeks after this institute, two 
of the four men were back asking the 
missionary to go with them to the Dele- 
gado to ask permission to settle in an 
abandoned village where there was a 
cenote (a well). Without permission, 
they could not cut the trees for their 
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houses, They explained that they wanted 
their own village, so they would not 
have to take their turn “guarding the 
cross,” and they said ten heads of fam- 
ilies were willing to go to the new vil- 
lage. The Delegado gave verbal per- 
mission, and so they returned to their 
village, where they and the others would 
wait until they had harvested their corn 
and taken care of other things. In about 
six months, if all went well, there would 
be a Christian village in Quintana Roo, 
where, less than three years before, this 
missionary, his wife, and son had entered 
a territory wholly the Devil’s domain. 

Four weeks later a second institute 
was announced, and to it came the first 
four, who had worked hard for the 
month to earn enough to come back, 
and seven others, making eleven in all. 
Three of this second group are ready 
to join the church as soon as the native 
pastor can go to the Territory. What 
rejoicing to think of the first baptism 
and the first Lord’s Supper in this once 
wholly dark Territory! Remember these 
babes in Christ often before the throne 
of grace. 

The other institute was one for the 
workers throughout the peninsula of 
Yucatan. To this institute came four- 
teen workers, walking many miles, one 
walking seventy-five miles in four days, 
through thick jungle trails. One worker 
had heard of the institute, but had no 
money, so he sold his cornfield, his 
source of food for himself and family 
for the year. He could get only six 
dollars for it, so taking four dollars, and 
leaving two with his wife, he came to 
the institute because he wanted to feed 
on God’s Word; and he wanted to be 
accepted as a worker in a definite ter- 
ritory. Up to this time, the telling of 
the Gospel had been a sice line, now 
he wanted it to be his vocation. 

Let us get acquainted with these men 
as we hear their testimonies on the last 
night of the institute. The testimonies 
were given in Spanish, and as the writer 
knew no Spanish, a friend gave a run- 
ning translation, so what is given here 
is the spirit rather than the actual words 
of the speakers. 

Alvaro, the carpenter who gave up a 
profitable living and took his wife and 
child to the jungle village, talks about 
the joy of working with the people, of 
seeing the number at the services in- 
crease, and of seeing their knowledge 
of the Word grow. By his side sat a 
boy in his late teens, who had walked 
those four days, that he might know 
more about what his friend had been 
teaching him. 

Hernildo told the story of converts who 
had remained true under persecutions 
of which you and I would not even 
dream. He also told of the first time 
he went into the Territory with his wife, 
his child, and his mother. At each vil- 
lage it seemed an impossibility to get’ 
a horse to carry his baggage to the next 
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one, but always in an unexpected way 
God provided one for him. 

Manuel S— told of his conversion, and 
Joshua 1:8 was the whole of life to him. 

Manuel B— said that one time when 
he went to a “mayor” to tell him he 
had come to his village, the “mayor” 
said, “I do not give you permission.” 
Manuel replied, “I did not come for per- 
mission, but to tell you I am going from 
house to house to speak to the people.” 
He visited each house and two were 
offered him for services. Before long 
there was a group of believers in that 
village. Manuel reads very haltingly, 
and can scarcely write, but the Lord 
is using him in the salvation of many 
souls. 

Manuel T— praised the Lord for tak- 
ing him out of an awful pit and taking 
away his love of the world. Today his 
one purpose in life is to tell the love of 
Christ to those who are in the same con- 
dition in which he was, 

Francisco—‘My father died when I was 
a litle boy. At a very early age, I 
learned to drink and to play cards. I 
played the guitar for dances. One day 
I saw come people in a house, and I wis 
curious, so I went in. There I heard 
Galatians 2:20, and I couldn’t get away 
from it. I accepted Christ as my Sav- 
iour; I went to Sunday school and 
church, and finally the day came when 
I knew I wanted to use my life for the 
Lord, and so for six months I went to 
Bible school.” The Evil One has used 
a frail body as a tool to discourage Fran- 
cisco many times, but through many 
tests, the Lord has given him the vic- 
tory. : 

Lorenzo related three great crises in 
tis life, when because his mother was 
ill and needed his support; he decided 
to resign as a worker. After a man of 
Cod ceme to see him, he recalled his 
resionation and continved in the work. 
Tocay he has both his wife and his 
mother with him. Lorenzo is one of the 
real pioneers and has suffered accord- 
ingly. Once his house was burned to 
the ground, and he lost all his posses- 
sions, but today in that town there is 
a growing congregation. Today he has 
a large congregation and a large terri- 
tory to which he ministers, yct his sup- 
port is very uncertain, for no one of 
God’s stewards here at home, whom He 
is blessing, has been willing to support 
this worker on the field. 

Felipe told of people who had joined 
the church, and of his joy in their 
changed lives. Today as he goes through 
his village he hears hymns being sung, 
often by parents of children in his Sun- 
acy school, who themselves are not 
Christians. 

Eleuterio emphasized . the mistaken 
idea that Christians have regarding 
temptation. He declared the Devil at- 
tacks the Christians more, but always 
Romans 8:28 is true. He said he had 
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had difficulties in the home and in the 


work, but God had’ kept him in the’ 


work. On March 2nd, Eleuterio was 
stoned and left for dead in the street. 
He said he had never prayed all night, 
but on that night he prayed from 8.30 
p.m. until 4 a.m., and he was overcome 
with emotion as he praised God for hear- 
ing his prayer. He expressed the belief 
that God would supply everything he 
needed to keep him in the work. (The 
men, including the “mayor” of the vil- 
lage, who stoned him were later put 
into prison for this attack, in answer 
to much prayer based on the promise, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith 
the Lord.”) 

Ezequiel said that even though his par- 
ents were not Christian they had given 
him a Christian name. Ile was born 
again in 1919 and, because he always 
liked poetry, in 1936 he went to Bible 
school just to learn, but not to serve. 
His wife had always been a great help 
to him. His eleven years on the police 
force had been used by God to temper 
his life. He said God had chosen him 
for His service, and that since he had 
left this world to serve the King, his 
life had been changed. “All doors of 
the world are closed! What matter if 
people spit at me? The door to Heaven 
is open.” Six months before, Ezequiel 
was speaking in a village, and to save 
the people in the house from harm by 
the mob outside he escaped over the 
back wall ‘into the jungle and’ lost his 
way. All night the men who had sworn 
to kill him searched the jungle for him 
with lights and machetes. Three times 
they came within fifteen feet of him, 
and he says, “God blinded their eyes.” 
Py morning the Lord led him out of the 
jungte to a road. Because there were 
people who needed to be fed, as he said, 
be returned to that village at unannounced 
times, and today — only s'x months later 
— that village has religious freedom. 

Arturo had given his life to politics 
when Carrillo Puerto was in power be- 
cause he liked to travel and he liked 
“the way the money rolled in.” He 
wanted to see the world, and went to 
a Christmas service to see what it was 
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like. There he saw the girl he wanted 
for his wife. He knew his father would 
object because she was an Evangelica, 
but he told him he’d go her way until 
he got her, then she would have to go 
his way. But, he said, everything went 
backwards — she ruled him, and now all 
he wants to do is “to bring people into 
God’s government.” 

Felix wes working in a very hard 
group of villages. At one time, he was 
passing a house in which there was a 
crowd of people, and he put his mochila 
(a duffel bag to us) on the wall. A man 
came out and knocked the bag into the 
yard. The argument that followed 
brought the people out of the house. 
They wanted to know what was in the 
bag. Before he left he had sold six New 


Testaments and a lot of tracts, and 
preached to about sixty people. “So God 
opened that village.” Felix is being 


tested, and Satan is trying to get him 
out of the work, so he needs much 
prayer. 

Juan said he had often proved Matthew 
28:18— “All power is given unto me.” 
Once he was so sick when he started 
to work that he couldn’t even lift his 
bag, but the Lord gave him strength to 
do the work. In one village, two fel- 
lows came to him and said if he started 
talking to them, they would kill him. 
He gave them a Gospel and sang, “God 
Paid My Debt.” Later both accepted 
Christ. 

Sixto had learned to drink and smoke 
by the time he was seven. He was a 
helper on a. cart hauling liquor. The 
driver, who took liquor out of the bar- 
rels and filled them with rain water, 
taught him to drink. Then he thought 
that man was a real friend. He said, 
“Today it doesn’t matter if I have any 
friends; I have Christ. Take Christ, 
and I have nothing.” 

Only a few have assured support. All 
are suffering as did Paul of old. All 
are being used of the Lord who uses 
the “weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty” for 
the winning of souls. Every one of them 
needs our daily prayers, 

Upper Darsy, Pa, 


The Christian and Public Officials 


What is his duty on earth as a citizen of Heaven? 


HRISTIANS have a dual citizenship. 
The Apostle Paul reminds us of this 
by telling us that “our citizenship is in 
heaven” (Phil. 3:20, R.V.). This did not 
prevent him from claiming the full rights 
of his earthly citizenship in Acts 21:39, 
saying, “I am a Jew, of Tarsus in Cilicia, 
a citizen of no mean city.” 
Evangelical Christians ar2 in danger 
of two extremes. A friend, member of 
an active Gospel church, boasted that 
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he did not vote or take any interest in 
the affairs of government because his 
citizenship was in Heaven. Such an 
attitude gives fuel for the world’s ac- 
cusation that Christians are often “so 
heavenly minded that they are no 
earthly good.” Perhaps more have fallen 
to the other extreme and have been so 
anxious to bring the Kingdom of God 
to earth through human means that they 
have forgotten that the child of God’s 
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supreme business is to proclaim the Gos- 
pel and save lost souls. 

Nevertheless, Christians should set an 
exemple of good citizenship. At this 
time, as we welcome a great number of 
our public officials to a new term of office 
from the’ President down to the county 
sheriff, it may be well for us to examine 
our responsibility to them in the light 
of the Bible. 

It is our duty to pray for them. “I ex- 
hort therefore, first of all, that supplica- 
tions, prayers, intercessions, thanksgiv- 
ings, be made for all men; for kings and 
all that are in high place; that we may 
lead a tranquil and quiet life in all 
godliness and gravity” (1 Tim. 2:1, 2). 


We should pray for them because of . 


their responsibility. Today our leaders 
face some of the most critical situations 
in the history of the world. Apart from 
God, the fate of our civilization may 
rest upon their actions and decisions. 
And we may be thankful that not a 
few of our officials have publicly asked 
for our prayers. 

They need our prayers because they 
are individual human beings as we are. 
They must face peculiar situations that 
are entirely foreign to most of us. We 
go about our lives with the consciousness 
that no one is particularly concerned 
with our lives and actions. But they 
know that their every act is scrutinized 
by the opposition party with the hope 
that it will furnish fodder for the next 
campaign. In addition, the number of. 
political columnists has mushroomed in 
recent years. The size of their pay 
checks, in some instances, depends upon 
the amount of “gossip” they can extract 
from the political situation and pour into 
their columns. Supposing that. one of 
these columnists were watching your 
every action! You would soon have a 
new sympathy for your congressman. 

Through all of this, he must try to 
keep the favor of the various groups of 
voters at home. It is not always easy to 
do this and still act consistently with 
his best judgment. 

The government official is faced with 
temptations that are unknown to most 
of us. Bribery is no temptation to the 
everage citizen because he is never faced 
with an opportunity to “sell”. his vote. 
@n the other hand, many a political of- 
ficeholder, if not actually offered a bribe, 
is often in the midst of a situation 
wherety he could ingratiate himself for 
life with wealthy or influential groups 
by following a certain course, 

One of the best services that the 
Christian can render to his country is 
to remember to pray for his officials be- 
fore he criticizes them. : 

Nor is prayer for our leaders entirely 
a labor of love. The above quoted pas- 
sage tells us that our prayers are “that 
we may live a tranquil and quiet life.” 
The wrong decisions and actions of our 
leaders can bring evil days upon the 
land, and at such times the godly suffer 
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(to an extent at least) along with their 
worldly minded neighbors. Jeremiah, in 
‘Holy Writ, is a good example, as are 
the Christians of Europe today. Thus 
the reward of prayer is that our coun- 
try, and ourselves, may enjoy tran- 
quillity, and among other things greater 
opportunities for missionary endeavor. 

Christians should set the example of 
obedience to their leaders. They — even 
poor or unfaithful officeholders — stand 
between us and the only alternative to 
orderly government, which would be a 
state of anarchy. We have probably 
never seen in our nation a less desirable 
condition of government than that which 
prevailed when Paul wrote his Epistle 
to the Romans. Yet in it he admonishes 
believers to “let every soul be in sub- 
jection to the higher powers: for there 
is no power but of God; and the powers 
that be are ordained of God” (Rom. 13: 
1). If you don’t like a law, change it 
legally, if you can. But until you can, 
obey it. 

Another Scripture bearing upon our 
responsibility is the three-worded state- 
ment in 1 Peter 2:17, “Honor the king.” 
Surprisingly, this immediately follows 
the admonition to “fear God.” A re- 
turned missionary said he saw the con- 
trast between the affection for their 
rulers felt by those to whom. he had 
been ministering the Gospel and the con- 
stant criticism which the American peo- 
ple: were heaping upon their own offi- 
cials. 

It is our priceless privilege to dis- 
agree with our leaders.. It is our priv- 
ilege to seek to change their personnel. 
A certain amount of constructive criti- 
cism probably has a healthy effect. But, if 
we can still show to them the honor and 
respect due them in their position, we 
shall not only obey God’s command but 
encourage better men to make the sacri- 
fice (sometimes genuinely necessary) of 
accepting public office. 

Finally, we should not expect too much 
from human leaders. The Kingdom of 
God will not be brought to the world 
nor to a nation by human instrumental- 
ities. Even the Christian official must 
work for and with a largely unregen- 
erate citizenry. 

As we seek a proper attitude that will 
make us good citizens of this realm, our 
hearts leap in anticipation as we gaze 
forward and upward to that day when 
“the kingdom of the world is become the 
kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ: 
and he shall reign for ever and ever” 
(Rev. 11:15). 

PASADENA, CALIF, 

w 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
in 1949 


FTER eight years, during which 
interval rail, steamship, and - hotel 
conditions made a tour impossible, THe 
funDAY ScHoo. Times will resume, in 
1949, its sponsorship of a Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour, planned and operated by 
the Northern Pacific Railway Company. 
This tenth Christian Fellowship Cruise 
will be focused upon the inside passage 
and the mighty fiords of British Colum- 
bia, culminating at Ketchikan, in south- 
eastern Alaska. The party will not ven- 
ture into the interior, but will travel 
entirely along the scenic coast line — 
1,347 miles aboard ship, and in calm 
waters and in mountain canyons the en- 
tire distance. The cruise will include 
also the great national parks of Yellow- 
stone, Mt. Rainier, and Glacier, so that 
the cross-country program, as well as 
the ‘days aboard ship, will be full of 
magnificent scenery, the best transpor- 
tation that can be secured, and agrecable 
and cordial companionship. 

Chicago will be the assembling point 
of the party, where, after individuals 
visit the Chicago Railroad Fair during 
the day at their own convenience, the 
group will leave on Monday night, July 
11, on the North Coast Limited Stream- 
liner, for the West, returning to Chi- 
cago on Saturday morning, August 6. 

Westbound, the trail will lead for hun- 
dreds of miles over the plains, and will 
then cross the Rockies and the Cascade 
Mountains. The first tour stop will be 
made at Yellowstone National Park, which 
will be entered by way of the spcctacu- 
lar, new Red Lodge “Skyline” Highway. 
After two and a half days spent in the 
Park, the rail journey will be resumed, 
stopping next at Seattle for a Sunday 
of rest and worship. On the next day, 
the party will travel by motor coach to 
Mt. Rainier, one of the noblest snow- 
capped peaks in America, where twenty- 
four hours will be spent amid scenic 
grandeur and alpine flowers, before re- 
turning to Seattle. 

From Seattle, the party will journey 
by boat to Vancouver, British Columbia, 
stopping overnight at Victoria, B. C., 
which has often been called the most 
English type of city in North America. 
After arrival at Vancouver, and an op- 
portunity to tour the city and its beau- 
tiful gardens, the party will board the 
Union Steamships Limited SS. Chilcotin 
for a six-day cruise in the sheltered 
waters of the inside passage along the 
shores of British Columbia, stopping at 
such ports of call as Alert Bay, Prince 
Rupert, Butedale, and Ocean Falls, and 
reaching as far north as Ketchikan, 
Alaska. 

After leaving Vancouver, B. C., on the 
return trip, the party will stop at Port- 
land, Oregon, for rest and worship, and 
then on the following day, resume the 


(Continued on page 19) 
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International Uniform Lesson 


LESSON 3. JANUARY 16. THE BOYHOOD AND YOUTH OF JESUS 
Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23; Mark 6:3; Luke 2:39-52; printed text, Luke 2:39-43, 46-52; Mark 6:3ab (In this order.) 
Golden Text.—The child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: end the grace of God was upon him.—Luke 2:40 





48 And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother 
said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, 
thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. 

49 And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist 
ye not that I must be about my Father’s business? 

50 And they understood not the saying which he spake unto 
them. 

51 And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and 
was subject unto them: but his mother kept. all these sayings 
in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour 
with God and man. 

Mark 6:3ab Is not this the carpenter, thé son of Mary, the 
brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are 
not his sisters here with us? 

The International Uniform Sunday School Lesson Outlines are copy- 
righted by the International Council of Religious Education, 
and used by permission. 


Kinc James VERSION 

Luke 2:39 And when they had performed all things according 
to the law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own 
city Nazareth. 

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him. 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast 
of the passover. 

42 And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jeru- 
salem after the custom of the feast. 

43 And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the 
child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his 
mother knew not of it. 

46 And it came to pass, that after three days they found him 

- in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing 
them, and asking them questions. ‘ 

47 And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding 





and answers. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

E Scriptures do not give us a 
great deal of information regard- 
ing the early life of our Lord, but 
the few incidental passages we have are 
sufficient to furnish us with the picture 
of a childhood, youth, and young man- 
hood of most exemplary character. As 
a lad He was subject to His parents, and 
as He grew in stature He manifested, 
in a very marked way, both grace and 
wisdom far beyond the ordinary boy of 
His age. Yet there is nothing spectacu- 
lar or precocious recorded. He grew 
up as a normal child, developing men- 
tally and physically as others did. In 
this the Gospel records stand out in 
vivid contrast to the fanciful tales re- 
lated concerning Him in the so-called 
Apocryphal gospels. At twelve years of 
age we see Him in the Temple — not 
attempting to teach His elders, but hear- 

ing them and asking them questions. 

From Luke 4:16 we learn that He was 
a regular attendant upon the services 
of the local synagogue and in all prob- 
ability was accustomed to taking some 
public part in them. 

There is a mystery concerning His 
spiritual growth and His Messianic con- 
sciousness. -But His words to Joseph 
and Mary, “Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” would in- 
dicate an early realization of His true 
nature and relationship to God as His 
Father. 

His critics scorned Him because they 
had known Him as “the carpenter,” 
which would indicate that He had taken 
up that trade in subjection to and asso- 
ciation with Joseph, his foster father. He 
who created all things thus deigned to 
take the place of an apprentice to a use- . 
ful trade in order to assist in earning 


% % % % 


the daily bread for the family to which 
he belonged according té birth. 


’ The Historical Setting 


From shortly after His birth in Betr.- 
lehem until His thirtieth year Jesus lived 
in the city of Nazareth, the place where 
Joseph and Mary both had their homes 
at the time of their betrothal. The dates 
would be from 4-5 B.C. to A.D. 25-26. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 2:39.—“They returned into Gali- 
lee, to their own city Nazareth.” Mary 
and Joseph had taken the infant Jesus 
to the Temple at Jerusalem, in order 
to carry out the instruction concerning 
purification, as given in the Law of 
Moses (Lev. 12:6-8). When all was ac- 
complished they returned to their own 
city, where they made their home until 
after Jesus began His public ministry. 


Verse 40.—“The child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and 
the grace of God was upon him.” Jesus, 
though a normal boy, was characterized 
by a wisdom and spirituality beyond His 
years, so that all who knew Him real- 
ized that the favor, or grace, of God 
rested upon Him in an exceptional way. 


Verse 41.—“‘His parents went to Jeru- 
salem every year at the feast of the 
passover.” As devout Jews, Mary and 
Joseph observed punctiliously the com- 
mandments God had given concerning the 
observance of this memorial of Israel’s 
deliverance from Egypt. 


Verse 42.—“When he was twelve years 
old, they. went up to Jerusalem after the 
custom of the feast.” Jesus had reached 
the age when He was considered re- 
sponsible to take up His own duties in 
connection with the congregation of the 
Lord. Thus He, for the first time, par- 
ticipated in that feast which typified His 
own death for our redemption. 


Verse 43.—“The child Jesus tarried be- 
hind in Jerusalem.” Absorbed in con- 
templation of the sacred rites carried on 
in the Temple, Jesus remained in the 
holy city when the rest of the group 
from Nazareth started for home. He was 
not missed until some time had elapsed. 
When unable to locate Him in the com- 
pany, Mary and Joseph turned back to 
Jerusalem to seek for Him there, 


-Verse 46—“They found him in the 
temple.” There He was talking with the 
doctors of the Law, men who knew 
the Hebrew Scriptures. He was eagerly 
questioning them on many things that 
stirred in His heart, and listening respect- 
fully to their explanations. Observe, He 
did not attempt to teach those elderly 
men, but He occupied the place of a 
learner, with due respect for age and 
with proper humility of spirit. When, 
however, questions were put directly to 
Him, He answered so wisely and with 
such evidence of spiritual insight as to 
amaze the doctors. 


Verse 47.—“All that heard were aston- 
ished at his understanding and answers.” 
They could not but realize that this 
twelve-year-old lad possessed greater 
spiritual insight than they had ever seen 
before in one so young. Even as a child 
He lived in constant communion with 
God His Father, 


Verse 48.—“His mother said unto him, 
Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us?” 
Mary did not yet seem to understand 
that the obedience of Jesus was due first 
of all to God as His only real Father. 
She complained reproachfully, “Thy 
father and I have sought thee sorrow- 
ing.” Although so highly favored, we 
may gather from these words how little 
Mary entered into the full meaning of 
the Incarnation. Otherwise she would 
have understood that the fault, if any, 


_ was with Joseph and herself for not 


keeping in closer touch with Him who 
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Lesson for January 16 


had been committed to her to mother 
and watch over in His early years. 

Verse 49.—“Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Fa‘her’s business?” There was 
no need to seek Him as though He were 
lost ‘or in danger of straying. Young 
as He was, He knew His relationship to 
the Father, whose will He had come 
to do. 

Verse 50.—‘They understood not the 
sayings which he spake unto them.” 
The mystery of His person was not yet 
clear to them, consequently His words 
perplexed them; but His mother pon- 
dered them in her heart and was un- 
doubtedly reminded of what Gabriel had 
told her concerning Him when she was 
given to know that she was to be the 
virgin-mother of Messiah. 

Verse 51—“He went down... to Naz- 
areth, and was subject unto them.” Thus 
we see in Him a model child, giving 
honor and loving obedience to Mary and 
Joseph. 

Verse 52.—“Jesus increased in wisdom 
and sta’ure, and in favour with God 
and man.” There was something about 
the you h that drew men’s hearts out to 
Izim. As He developed physically He 
grew in grace and spirituality, for 


thouwh He was truly God, He was just - 


as truly man. 

Mark 6:3.—“Is not this the carpenter?” 
When at last the hidden years at Naz- 
areth were ended and He went forth 
to proclaim the Kinsiom of God, those 
who had known H'm throughout His 
early life were amazed that a carpenter 
could speak with such power and clear- 
ness. They knew Him as one of a some- 
what large family and they were aston- 
ished that He should so readily turn 
from the carpenter’s shop to the desk 
of the teacher, when He had received 
no formal education to fit Him for such 
service, 


The Heart of the Lesson 

In childhood and youth Jesus was per- 
fect in all His ways and thus became 
an example of how all young people 
should behave in the home, the shop, 
and in the place of public service of God. 
Solomon tells us that “foolishness is 
bound in the heart of a child; but the 
rod of correction shall drive it far from 
him” (Prov. 22:15). In Jesus we see a 
child in whose heart folly had no place, 
and who needed not the rod for cor- 
rection or punishment. Conscious of His 
divine paternity, He lived in the fear of 
God even in those early days. 


Lesson Outline 

1. Jesus presented in the Temple (Luke 
2:39) : 

2. The holy child in the Nazareth home 
(v. 40) 

3. Attending the Passover at twelve 
years of age (vs. 41, 42) 

4. The boy Jesus left behind (v. 43) 

5. Jesus found in the Temple (vs. 46, 47) 
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Last Week's Lesson 


2. January 9.—Sources of Our Knowl- 
edge of Jesus. Mark 2:13, 14; 
Luke 1:1-4; John 20:30, 71; 21:25; 
Acts 1:1; 20°35; 1 Corinthians 
11:23-25; 15:3-8; Colossians 4:14; 

1 John 1:1-4 


Next Week's Lesson 


. January 23.—Jesus and the Prepara- 
tory Ministry of John. Matthew 3; 
Luke 3:1-23a; 7:18-35; John 1:19-34 


be 








6. On His Father’s business (vs. 48-50) 

7. In subjection to His parents at home 
(v. 51) 

8. The development of the youthful 
Jesus (v. 52) 


'9. The carpenter (Mark 6:3) 


Special! Lesson Topics and Truth: 

Jesus Increased in Wisdom. He of 
whom this was written was, as to the 
mystery of His person, the Eternal Son, 
the Wisdom of God, who had veiled His 
ceity in humanity and-.thus developed 
@s a normal personality, growing in wis- 
com and grace as He grew in years and 
in size, from childhood to manhood. We 
may not understand how this could be 
true, but He Himself has told us that no 
man knoweth the Son but the Father. 
Cur minds cannot fathom the depths of 
the mystery of the union of God and 
man in one person, but with two natures, 
the divine and the human. As God, 
Ite knew all things and was infinite in 
w:sdom. As man, He chose to learn 
from the Scriptures and by communion 
with the Father, and so He increased in 
wisdom as the years went by. 


Summaries and Applications 


The character of Jesus was perfect at 
each period of His life. Thus He is the 
example for children as well as for those 
who are older. 

Insubjection to parents is rebellion 
against God. Jesus accepted the rela- 
tionship of a son in the family and by 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay 


HAT two rites did Jesus receive as a 
babe? 
2. At what ages were these rites 
imposed? 

3. How do you explain the apparent dis- 
crepancy between Luke 2:39 and the narra- 
tive of Matthew? 

4. What ceremony did Jesus receive at the 
age of twelve? 

5. What was the significance of this rite 
in the life of a Jewish boy? 

6. Why was it necessary for our Lord to 
submit to all these rites of the Law? 

7. How does Luke distinguish the two 
periods of Jesus’ life, before and after His 
twelfth year? 

8. What position did the boy Jesus occupy 
among the teachers in the Temple? 

9. What double mistake did Mary make in 
addressing Jesus when she found Him? 

10. How did Jesus correct these errors? 


(Answers on page 14) 
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loving obedience manifested the holi- 
ness of His nature. 
By working with His hands as a car~ 


_ penter Jesus has enno” led labor and-be- 


come an encouragement to all who- toil 
for a livelihood. 

We make a prave mistake if we allow 
ourselves to believe that true picty~con- 
sists in outward observances, rather than 
in day-by-day obedience to the will of 
God. In Jesus we see this in all perfec. 
tion. . 

As He participated in the feast of the 
Passover, Jesus was the only person in 
all Israel who could enter into its true 
meaning. He knew He was the true 
Pascal Lamb, who was to die that others 
might live. What solemnity must have 
characterized Him as, when a boy ‘of 
twelve, He took part with others in the 
observance of this ordinance ! 


Winona Lake, INp. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, whose loving care has been about 
us from our birth, we thank Thee for 
our parents and our home, our church 
and Sunday school, and all by whom 
Thou hast blessed and guided us to this 
day. Give us light upon Thy Word as 
we study it now, and make our hearts 
ready to obey Thee in all things. We 
are Thine, O Lord, for Thou art both 
our Maker and our Redeemer. Help us 
to acknowledge Thee in all our ways 
that we may have Thee to guide our 
lives. Through the preaching of Thy 
Gospel draw many to Thyself today. 
Give to us all a deeper love to Thee, 
and help us to lead others to know and 
love Thee, too. Give wisdom to all 
leaders in the affairs of the nations. 
Restrain .the workings of the wicked, 
be merciful to all who suffer, and may 
Thy Kingdom come, and Thy will be 
done in all the earth, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—When our Lord, at 
twelve years of age, shid to His mother, 
“Don’t you know I must be about my 
Father’s business?” what did He mean? 
One thing is clear. He certainly intended 
that as His life passed out from the con- 
trol of His parents, He would live under 
the control of His Father in Heaven. In 
our earliest years our lives are shaped 
and controlled for us by our parents, 
But we cannot always be under their 





WHOSE AND ie 
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YOUR LIFE? 











care and direction. As we grow older 
we must more and more think, choose, 
and act for ourselves. It is then that 
two paths open before us. One is the 
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path of self-will, and it leads to destruc- 
tion. The other is the path of divine 
control, and it leads to God’s best for 
us. As we move out from our parents’ 
control, we may take the helm of life 
into our own hands, or we may put it 
into God’s hands by letting Christ be- 
come the pilot of our soul. 

When Wendell Phillips was fourteen, 
he heard a sermon in which the preacher 
looked straight at the boy and said, “You 
belong to God.” Phillips was deeply 
impressed. The words kept ringing in 
his ears, and after reaching home, he 
went to his room, and prayed, “O God, 
I belong to Thee. Take what is Thine 
own.” That was putting the helm of life 
into God’s hands. It is a very great and 
solemn hour when we realize we belong 
to God and are willing to turn ourselves 
over to Him. To refuse to do that and 
to keep the helm of life in our hands will 
shipwreck life at last. But to let God 
take control is to come into the best 
and most useful life God can give us. 
As you grow up, and your parents’ con- 
trol lessens, is God’s control taking its 
place? Perhaps you need to pray Wen- 
dell Phillips’ prayer, “O God, I belong 
to Thee. Take what is Thine own.” 


Vancouver, B. C., Can. 
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The Busy Men's Comer 
By Tom M. Olson 


“They returned into Galilee ... 
(Luke 2:39).—Had man unaided by th 
Spirit of God been writing this Gospel, 
he never would have inserted that state- 
ment into it. He would have had his 
hero remain in Jerusalem. For was not 
Jerusalem the city of the great King, 
was it not the place of the magnificent 
Temple, and the seat of the priesthood, 
and the spot where renowned teachers 
taught the most promising scholars in 
Israel? It was just the place for one 
seeking to make a name for himseif! 

But the Lord Jesus did not belong, so 
to speak, in that atmosphere. The poet 
beautifully expressed it in the lines: 

Thy life. of grief and sorrow 
Was like unto Thy birth, 

Which would no glory borrow 
No majesty from earth. 

“And the child grew ...” (v. 40).—It 
was the Prophet Isaiah who used the 
expressions: “a child born” and “a Son 
given.” The Lord Jesus Christ ever was, 
ever is, and ever shall be the Son of 
God; but as a child, He was born in 
Bethlehem—and as the child, He 
“grew.” 


A SATISFYING DISCOVERY 
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Tradition contradicts the Word of God 
regarding the childhood of our Lord, for 
it says He wrought miracles to the 
amazement of His boyhood companions 
— whereas the Word says His first mir- 
acle was performed in Cana of Galilee 
(John 2:11), and that was accomplished 
when He was thirty years of age. 

His was a perfect childhood. What 
a delight to Heaven to observe tHe 
growth of the Holy child upon earth! 
Indeed, the grace, the favor of God was 
upon Him! The childhood of Jesus is 
most holy ground, and we remove our 
shoes from our feet and gladly allow the 
Holy Spirit of God to describe it by say- 
ing, “And the child grew, and waxed 
strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and 
the grace of God was upon him.” That 
is commentary enough on that most 
sacred childhood. 

“And when He was twelve years old, 
they went up to Jerusalem” (v. 42).— 
The Jews regarded a _ twelve-year-old 
boy as having reached the age of re- 
sponsibility and called him “a son of 
the law.” Because of this, there are 
many who say that twelve is the age 
of responsibility for all children; but 
the Bible does not so state. Experience 
teaches that some children at six know 
more than others at twelve. While 
traveling around I have been surprised 
at the great number of testimonies I have 
heard from those who have been saved 
at the ages of five, and six, and seven. 

We often underestimate the capacity 
of a child for spiritual truth. Just last 
week I met a four-year-old girl who, 
when hearing that certain persons were 
going to questionable places of amuse- 
ment, said, “Well, then, they don’t love 
Jesus!” When told that some of them 
had said that they love Him, she re- 
sponded with, “Well, if they really loved 
Him, they wouldn’t go there!” 

“Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem” 
(v. 43).—The Temple, the priests, the 
sacrifices, the order, and especially the 
doctors of the Law (or Old Testament) 
deeply interested Him. The Temple and 
its things,- like the Tabernacle and the 
things pertaining to it, were “patterns 
of things in the heavens” (Heb. 9:23). 
The Lord Jesus had come from Heaven 
(John 6:38), hence it is easy to appre- 
ciate His remaining behind in Jerusa- 
lem for a day. 

When twelve-year-old boys today are 
privileged to visit a big city for the first 
time, they like to tarry behind at the 
displays of things which deeply interest 
them. Some are interested in trains, 
some in automobiles, some in boats, 
others in airplanes. There are others 
who would be interested in books, in 
art, in music, and possibly some in re- 
ligion — as they would speak of it.: But 
the Lord’s interest in the things of the 
Temple was altogether of a higher order. 
He knew that every whit of the Temple 
was to utter His glory (Psa. 29:9). 


“They found him , . . sitting in the 
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midst of the doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them questions” (v. 46).— 
Since He was a twelve-year-old boy, 
He assumed the learner’s position and sat 
at their feet. He did not presume to 
teach them, but respectfully listened to 
what they had to say, and then acted 
upon His privilege of asking questions. 
(See Exod, 12:26; 13:14.) God antici- 
pated children’s questions, and instructed 
adults to give them intelligent answers. 
How do we answer children’s questions? 

We know not what answers the doc- 
tors gave to His questions, but we do 
know they were “astonished at his un- 
derstanding and answers” (v.47). Only 
eternity will reveal to us how many of 
those doctors lived until Jesus was thirty 
years of age and returned to the Temple 
to teach (John 8:2) and what they 
thought of Him and His teaching then! 


“I must be about my Father’s business” 
(v. 49).—Young as He was, He possessed 
perfect consciousness of His relationship 
with the Father and of His mission on 
earth. Joseph and Mary, mature as they 
were, did not understand Him, although 
He knew perfectly whereof He spake. 

In this perfect knowledge we have a 
manifestation of His deity; and in His 
subjection to Joseph and Mary we see 
His perfect humanity — wonderful life 
of Him whose name is Wonderful! 

What grace, O Lord, and beauty shone 

Around Thy steps below ! 


What patient love was seen in all 
Thy life and death of woe! 


Wawona, Catir, 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, I suppose that countless 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the nineteen centuries past have 


wished they could know more about His, 


childhood, youth, and young manhood 
than the record states. Many times I 
have wished that, because I am sure it 
would make most interesting reading. 
Biographies of great historical charac- 
ters have made full use of early child- 
hood facts and developing growth all 
the way to maturity where the informa- 
tion was available. And in order to 
satisfy that interest in the early life of 
Jesus, writers have drawn upon their 
imagination to show the little boy doing 
all kinds of wonderful things, even 
working miracles among His playmates 
at Nazareth. Evidently it was not in 
God’s plan to give us many details of 
that interesting period of His life. Aside 
from the thrilling account of His birth, 
and incidents attending it—taken by 
His parents to the Temple for dedica- 
tion, the flight into Egypt and return to 
Nazareth, and the visit again to the 
Temple when He was twelve years old 
(today’s lesson) — aside from these few 
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incidents, we have nothing of His activ- 
ities until the day He appeared, a full 


‘ grown man, at the Jordan, where John 


was baptizing, and asked to be baptized. 


There are two brief statements in this 
second chapter of Luke which are very 
significant, though they are given in 
general terms. Verse 40: “And the child 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdem: and the grace of God was 
upon him.” Also verse 52: “And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man.” This would 
justify thinking of Him as a prodigy, 
especially when we look at what hap- 
pened at the Temple when His parents 
unwittingly left Him there, and were on 
the way back to Nazareth before they 
discovered that the boy Jesus was not 
with them. They returned and found 
Him sitting in the midst of the doctors 
and wise men, “both hearing them, and 
asking them questions. And all that 
heard him were astonished at his under- 
standing and answers. And when they 
[His parents] saw him, they were amazed 
...” It is worthy of special notice that 
the very first recorded words of Jesus 
were spoken on this occasion and to His 
mother: “Wist ye not that I must be 
about my Father’s business?” And that 
is a capital F. 


So at least, at the early age of twelve, 
Jesus was evidently fully conscious of 
the fact that He had come into the 
world on a special mission from the 
Father in Heaven. And we can reason- 
ably suppose that with a conviction and 
spirit like that, His teen-age years were 
filled with many evidences of a grow- 
ing understanding of the tragic and sub- 
lime life he was destined to live while 
on earth. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if 
we could follow Him in and out, day 
after day, through those growing years! 
Again I say I would love it! And yet, 
it might not be right to wish for some- 
thing like that when in His infinite wis- 
dom the Lord has withheld it from us. 
It is far more important that we connect 
that remark to His mother in the Tem- 
ple with what took place on Calvary 
and at the sealed tomb about twenty- 
one years later; and to focus our 
thoughts upon the things which He did 
and the things which He said during 
those amazing three years following His 
appearance at the Jordan where John 
was baptizing. 

I think John 10:10 sums it up about 
as well as any other brief statement 
He made: “I am come that they might 
have life, and that they might have it 
more abundantly.” And “they” means 
you and me, fellows. If He had not 
come as He did, our lot, yours and mine, 
would be death — death in its most awful 
and eternal aspect; but because He came 
we have life, in its most wonderful and 
eternal aspect. Have you appropriated 
Him, fellows? 


Fontana Dam, N. C, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


GrowInc Up In GALILEE 


SSIGNMENTS: (1) Mary, read the 

genealogy of Christ (Matt, 1:1-16), 
and make a list of all the people in it 
of whom you have read in the Old Tes- 
tament. Then make a quiz for us asking 
one question about each of those per- 
sons. (2) Donna, find five fulfilled proph- 
ecies in the first two chapters of Mat- 
thew. (3) Helen, be prepared to tell us 
the story of the flight into Egypt (Matt. 
2:12-23). (4) Gladys, be ready to trace 


_the journey of Joseph and Mary on the 


map, from Bethlehem to Egypt and back 
to Nazareth. (5) And (6) Lillian and 
Gloria, you may prepare to tell the story 
of Christ in the Temple, using the flan- 
nelgraph from the Scripture Press, 434 
S. Wabash Avenue, Chicago 5. 

One of the saddest sights I ever saw 
was in the home of one of my little 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


THE BOYHOOD AND YourH 
of wists 




















12 (12) 


pupils. He was absent several days, so 
I called at his home to see what had 
happened to him. He had been ill, but 
was getting better. On that call I saw 
his older sister. He had never spoken 
of her, and I had supposed he was an 
only child. But there on a bed I saw 
this girl. She may have been as old as 
some of you in this room, but what a 
pathetic sight she was! She was just 
like a baby a few months old, except- 
ing that she was much larger. She was 
not nearly as large as her age warranted, 
but she was too large to be cute as a 
baby. She had not grown and developed 
normally in either body or mind. Her 
mother had to feed her and care for 
her just as she had done many years 
before, when she was a tiny baby. I 
felt sorry for the poor child and for 
her parents and even for the younger 
brother. I realized that day, as I never 
had before, what a tragic thing it is to 


be dwarfed and stunted physically and‘ 


mentally. Then the Lord showed me 
that it is a far more tragic thing to fail 
to grow and develop spiritually. I be- 
lieve that the Lord has some children 
like that. They have been born again, 
but they have never grown in the Chris- 
tian life. Some of them have been 
Christians so long that by this time they 
should be real leaders for Christ, but 
they are still babies. They have never 
learned to feed themselves from God’s 
Word, they seldom pray unless they are 
in trouble, and they have te be coaxed 
and encouraged all the time or they get 
offended and even stop attending Chris- 
tian services. What a grief of heart 
these must be to our loving Lord! And 
how very much worse than that poor 
girl’s plight! Her physical condition was 
not her fault. She could not help being 
a burden instead of a blessing. But if 
you and I are dwarfed spiritually it is 
our own fault. We have the Bible, we 
have Christian services within reach, 
and we have access in prayer to the very 
throne of God. How sorrowfully the 
Lord must look at us when we fail to 
grow ! 

Today we are studying the early life 
of Christ. We will start with Mary’s 
quiz on the human ancestors of our Lord. 
Notice the accuracy of Scripture. In 
verse 16, it says, “And Jacob begat 
Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
was born Jesus.” Joseph was not the 
father of the. child Jesus. He had no 
earthly father. He was the Son of God. 
But since Joseph married Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, he was his legal father, 
and Jesus obeyed and honored him as 
such. Thé Lord Jesus came from the 
royal line of David, through His legal 
father Joseph as well as through His 
mother Mary. So even as man, He 
should have been received as King of 
the Jews. 

Now let us have Donna’s report on 
fulfilled prophecies. Do you see how 
Matthew is proving that this holy Babe 
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is Christ, the one who is the fulfill- 


ment of all the Old Testament proph- . 


ecies concerning the Messiah? 

We are all familiar with the story of 
the Wise Men guided by the star, but 
the story of the flight into Egypt is 
not so well known. Helen will tell us 
about that. Now Gladys will trace that 
journey for us on the map. Notice 
Joseph’s faith and obedience. He was 
a poor man even though there was royal 
blood in his veins. In those days it was 
a long and difficult undertaking to move 
to Egypt and back again. But Joseph 
showed no hesitation whatever. Each 
time he immediately obeyed the angel 
of the Lord. , 

Who can say Luke 2:40, our Golden 
Text? What four things are said about 
the child Jesus? Could they be said 
of you and me? We should be growing 
in spirit and in grace and wisdom just 
as much as we are growing physically. 
Some of you have grown several inches 
since you entered this department. Has 
your spiritual growth been keeping up? 
Remember the Lord Jesus is our exam- 
ple as well as our Saviour. Are we 
growing as He did, or are we like that 
poor girl of whom I told you? 

The only incident we know of the 
boyhood of Jesus is found in Luke 2: 
42-52. At this time Lillian and Gloria 
may tell us that story with the flannel- 
graph. You-can judge a person pretty 
accurately by the company he seeks as 
well as by his actions. Where did they 
find the boy Jesus? What was He do- 
ing? He sought the company of those 
who studied the Word of God. He went 
to God’s house to listen and to learn, 
never to “cut up.” What an example 
He is to us! 

Now let us read verse 51 together. It 
says, Jesus the Son of God was subject 
to His earthly parents. That means He 
obeyed them. Sometimes girls in their 
teens think they are so grownup they 
do not need to obey any longer. But 
this verse was written about the boy 
Jesus in His teens. You and I are not 
following the blessed Lord unless we 
are obedient to our parents. From Mark 
6:3 we learn that Jesus worked in the 
carpenter shop with Joseph. We do not 
know whether he liked carpentry work 
or whether, humanly speaking, He would 
rather have done something else, but 
we do know that He was subject to His 
parents. 

Nazareth was a wicked little town. 
How do I know that? In John 1:46, 
Nathanael said, “Can there any good 
thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip 
did not say, “Nazareth is as good as 
any other place.” He just said, “Come 
and see.” When Nathanael saw Jesus 
his question was answered, Why did God 
choose to have His beloved Son grow 
up in a place like Nazareth? Perhaps 
to encourage those of us who are grow- 
ing up in a tough and godless commu- 
nity. Christ lived in Nazareth, but -not 
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one spot of defilement touched Him. “In 
him is no sin” (1 John 3:5). 

The last verse of Luke 2 ends all we 
know of the boyhood of Jesus, but it is 
sufficient. It is a beautiful picture. 
Again we see our blessed Lord growing 
spiritually and physically and growing 


in favor with God and man. How can . 


a person do that? Simply by pleasing 
God in all things and by pleasing other 
people instead of ourselves, 

Are we all growing spiritually? Do 
we faithfully read our Bibles and pray 
every day? Are we increasing in favor 
with God? Do we try to please Him 
constantly? Are we increasing in favor 
with others? Are we well liked at 
school? A growing Christian does not 
aim for popularity, but she cannot help 
being well liked by others, unless they 
dislike her because they hate her Mas- 
ter. In that case it is an honor to be 
hated. But why is a Christian girl well 
liked? Because she is interested in 
others, in their problems and achieve- 
ments. She puts the wishes of others 
ahead of her own, instead of pushing 
her own way. It is only when the ques- 
tion is between pleasing God and others, 
that she will displease them. And when 
they see that, most other students will 
like and respect such a girl. 

Let us ask ourselves this morning if 
we are growing Christians or pitiful, 
stunted Creatures like the poor girl of 
whom I told you. Her sad condition 
was only temporary, for she is now in 
Heaven and perfectly normal. But. if 
you and I remain dwarfed spiritually, 
our capacity for the joy of Heaven will 
always be limited. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1949 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
‘Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Tilustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clip: from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” erence is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Because of the 
ae gar paper shortage, readers are asked to 

t the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

Grown Cold.—The child grew, and 
waxed strong in spirit (Luke 2:40, 
Golden Text). I once saw, lying side by 
side in a workshop, two heads made of 
metal. The one was perfect—all the 
features of a manly, noble face came 
out clear and distinct; in the other, 
scarcely a single feature could be recog- 
nized — it was all marred and spoiled. 
“The metal had been allowed to grow 
a little too cool, sir,” said the man who 
was showing it to me. I could not help 
thinking how true that was of many a 
form more precious than metal. Many 
a young soul that might be stamped with 
the image and superscription of the King 
while it is warm with the love and glow 
of early youth is allowed to grow too 
cold, and the image is marred.—From 
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Lesson for January 16 


Canon Shore (Eng.), in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 


Lost Because Too Busy.—Now his 
parents went to Jerusalem every year at 
the feast of the passover (Luke 2:41). 
It is sad when Christian parents are too 
busy to attend to the moral and spiritual 
instruction of their children. “We lost 
our first child,” said a man in the course 
of a conversation with a friend. The 
other, shocked, cried out, “I didn’t know 
that she was dead!” “Oh, she isn’t 
dead,” was the quick response, to which 
was added, sadly, “I was too busy.”— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs, 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Where He Went First—They found 
him in the temple (Luke 2:46). Recently 
a young soldier, who had gone through 
the bloodiest battles in the South Pa- 
cific during his three years in service, 
came home to Detroit, discharged and 
decorated for bravery. When he step- 
ped off the train at midnight, no one 
was at the station to meet him. He 
had not forgotten to inform his mother 
of his coming, nor had accident pre- 
vented or delayed her presence. In prob- 
ably the strangest arrival telegram any 
soldier ever sent he had wired: “Please 
have no one meet me at the depot! I 
must go some place before I come home.” 

He took a taxicab directly to 
the house of God where he had wor- 
shiped all his life before the war. Dur- 
ing the hellish horror of Tarawa and 
Leyte he had resolved that the first thing 
he would do, once his foot landed on the 
soil of his home city, would be to hurry 
to his church and thank the Almighty 
for His mercy in bringing him back. 

In Detroit, as in practically every large 
city, robbery and vandalism regrettably 
keep many church doors locked when 
they should be always open. . . . The 
young soldier, by sheer habit .. . went 
to the side door which he had used many 
years when attending Sunday school. 
Now, here is a startling, unexplainable 
fact: nobody in this congregation can 
recall that this door ever remained un- 
locked at night; yet the same God who 
on another midnight opened prison gates 
for Paul and Silas somehow had pro- 
vided that the church door should be 
open for this midnight worshiper. Rev- 
erently he entered the dark sanctuary 
... and there, before the altar, he knelt 
to pour out his heart in deep gratitude 
for the Saviour’s constant guardianship 
and the blessings which he had daily 
granted during the bloody struggle— 
From “The Changeless Christ for a 
Changing World,” in “Let ‘Us Return 
Unto the Lord,” by Walter A. Maier. 
Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


Impossible To Follow Two Paths.— 
Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business? (Luke 2:49.) Kapi- 
tango was discussing the subject of fol- 
lowing the “White” path and the “White” 
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path only. It was night, and the crowd of 
natives sat around the campfire. A 
native dog passed between the fire and 
the listeners. “Look at that dog! How 
many legs has it?” asked the preacher. 
“Four,” came the surprised reply. “Yes, 
four, indeed,” retorted Kapitango, “but 
have you ever seen the four legs of a 
dog trying to follow more than one path 
at a time? No, no, the four all go to- 
gether, but yet people with only two 
legs try to follow two, and even more, 
paths at one time; Christ and the world, 
God and Mammon — or, in other words, 
Christ’s business and the world’s busi- 
ness—the King’s business and the 
Devil’s business..—From Record of 
Christian Work. Sent by M. H. James, 
Toronto, Can, 


Taught To Obey.—He ... was sub- 
ject unto them (Luke 2:51). James T. 
White has said that perhaps the most 
effective illustration of obedience is the 
reply of the mother of George Washing- 
ton, made at the banquet given to the 
allied officers after the surrender of Lord 
Cornwallis. A distinguished French of- 
ficer asked Washington’s mother how 
she managed to rear such a splendid son, 
She replied, “I taught him to obey.”— 
From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Harold Shelly, Quakertown, Pa. 


When Patience Won—And Jesus in- 
creased in wisdom and stature, and in 
favour with God and man (Luke 2:52). 
This does not seem to be the record of 
men generally; they naturally increase in 
stature, sometimes in wisdom, but not very 
often in favor with God and man, notice- 
ably. One such case was of a poor boy 
named Bob. He was one of a group of boys 
in a town in Scotland who had been in- 
vited to become a member of a Sabbath 
school class by a young woman who 
wanted to do some service for her Lord, 
The superintendent invited the boys to 
come to his house during the week, 
promising to give each a new suit of 
clothes. They were all nicely fitted out 
and attended two or three weeks, then 
Bob was missing. The teacher visited 
him and found his suit torn and dirty. 
She invited him back and the superin- 
tendent fitted him out again. After com- 
ing once or twice, he was again missing. 
The teacher sought him again and found 
his second suit soiled and torn. She 
went to the superintendent and confessed 
herself utterly discouraged and ready 
to give him up. He said: “Please don’t 
do that. Try him once more. I'll give 
him a third suit, if he will promise to 
attend regularly.” Bob did promise and 
received his third suit. He attended 
regularly — became a Christian — joined 
the church — became a teacher —a min- 
ister — and went to China as a mission- 
ary —translated the Bible into the Chi- 
nese language — thus opening the King- 
dom of Heaven to China’s teeming mil- 
lions. That boy Bob became the Rev. 
Robert Morrison.—From “Fifty Mission- 
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ary Stories,” by Belle M. Brain. Sent 
by Anna A. Milligan, Sterling, Kans. 


Inside Bracing for Outside Pressure. 
—Is not this the carpenter ...? (Mark 
6:3). A high school boy yielded to the 
urging of some friends to go on a wild 
party and consequently wrecked his 
father’s car. In deep grief he explained, 
“But, Dad, I just couldn’t stand up 
against the gang. You have no idea of 
the outside pressure.” “Son,” demanded 
the father, “where were your inside 
bracers?”—-From Comprehensive Schol- 
ars. Sent by Harold Shelly, Quakertown, 
Pa, 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus and His Family 
(Matt. 2:13-15, 19-21, 23; Luke 2:40-42) 
AS your family moved from one 
place to another? How did you go? 

Plod, plod, plod, the donkey’s feet 
were again tapping the pavement stead- 
ily. This time on his back, too, rode the 
baby Jesus and His mother. Beside the 
donkey walked Joseph, urging the little 
animal to walk faster. Remember an- 
other trip that baby took? Review les- 
son two weeks ago.) This time it was 
night, and Joseph and Mary were in a 
hurry —a terrible hurry! Yes, some- 
one might even kill their precious baby, 
if they did not get away in time. 

Who would do such a thing? There 
was a bad king who ruled the country 
— Herod— who did not want any other 
king to get his position away from him. 
He had heard that a king had been born 
in Bethlehem. Who told him? Did you 
have a picture of the Wise Men on your 
picture wheel two weeks ago? When 
they came to visit the little King, the: 
had called at the palace in Jerusalem, 
and so Herod knew, ‘but he didn’t know’ 
which baby in Bethlehem was the right 
one; he expected the Wise Men to come 
back and tell him. They didn’t. But 
just the same he tried to find Him. 

Of course, God knew everything — 
just what Herod was going to do. So 
God sent a message to Joseph. How 
did He send it? (Matt, 2:13.) Where 
did the family move? (vs. 14, 15.) Can 
you find it on the map? . When the bad 
king died, God did not forget to send 
a message to Joseph that it was safe to 
go back. 

So plod, plod, pled, now the donkey 
carried his precious passengers back to 
Bethlehem. No, not to Bethlehem. When 
Joseph got near there, he heard about 
the king’s son, and did not dare go to 
Bethlehem. God sent another message; 
and farther north for several more days 
the little family traveled, until they 
were beyond that. king’s country. Now 
where did they live? (v. 23.) Can.you 
find that on the map? 

Joseph started working in the car- 
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penter shop, perhaps making doors, 
tables, or ox yokes. Mary was busy 
with the household tasks and taking 
care of the children, for as the years 
went by more little ones were born into 
the family (Mark 6:3). James, Joses, 
Juda, Simon were the boys. I do not 
know the names of the girls, but there 
were some. As the little Jesus grew 
older, He seemed like the other chil- 
dren except that He was never naughty. 
He did not disobey His parents; He did 
not tell wrong stories; He did not hurt 
the younger children. He knew about 
washing dishes and making bread, so 
I think He must have helped His 
mother. What a help the oldest boy can 
be! Mary and Joseph taught Him about 
God, and He probably went to school 
with the other boys in the synagogue, 
where the Rabbi-teacher made them 
learn the Bittle. How He loved that 
Book! He understood it better than the 
other boys. He often played outdoors 
with the other children or lay on the 
grass watching the birds and flowers. 
As He got bigger, He worked more and 
played less, for now He could help in 
the carpenter shop; and day after day 
He learned to use a hammer and saw. 
The Bible says, “The child grew, and 
waxed strong in spirit, filled with wis- 
dom: and the grace of God was upon 
him” (Luke 2:40, Memory Verse). 

Only Matthew and Luke tell us stories 
about the Lord Jesus when He was a 
baby and a young boy. Who do you 
think tcld them? Yes, His mother, Mary, 
I am sure (Luke 2:19, 51). 

We have heard about Jesus and His 
family today. How do you think He 
expects you to behave in your family? 
Give each child a print of the boy Jesus 
in the carpenter shop (may be ordered 
from any religious supply house). Mount 
on construction paper and punch holes 
for hanging. Suggest that the picture 
be hung in the bedroom for a reminder 
of how the Lord lived in His family. 
On the back write personal reminders. 
The Lord wants to live, in your family, 
in you! 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we study about Jesus and His 
family. After we see Him as a babe 
in the Temple, there is very little more 
until He is twelve years old. We are 
told that Joseph took Him and His 
mother to Egypt to escape the wrath of 
wicked Herod, who had hundreds of 
babies killed, trying to kill Jesus. When 
they came back from Egypt, God told 
them to go to Nazareth, where the fam- 
ily lived until Jesus began His public 
preaching. 
Joseph was a carpenter, and Jesus 
must have helped him in his work, for 
the people sccmed to ccnsider Him the 
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carpenter’s son, and a son in those days 
worked with his father. 

When Jesus was twelve years old, He 
went with His family to Jerusalem to 
the feast. This was a great day in the 
life of a Jewish boy. He was counted 
as a man, and allowed to sit with the 
men, after he was twelve. This was the 
trip when Jesus was lost. You remem- 
ber the story, how the family had got- 
ten out a day’s journey from Jerusalem 
before they missed Him, believing He 
was with some of the other boys in the 
caravan. But then they found that He 
was not with them. They went back to 
Jerusalem and found Him in the Tem- 
ple, talking with the learned preachers 
and teachers. He was asking them ques- 
tions and answering their questions, and 
they were astonished at His wisdom. 

His mother was worried, as mothers 
always are when they can’t find their 
children, and she asked Him why He 
had done such a thing. He must have 
been a’perfect child, and since He had 
never given her any trouble, she was 
surprised. And He gave her a strange 
answer, “Why did you look for Me? 
Don’t you know I must be about My 
Father’s business?” He meant His own 
Father in Heaven, not Joseph, whom 
many called His father, but who was not 
His father. You see, Jesus has no earthly 
father, His Father is in Heaven. 

But He went back home with Mary 
and Joseph and was obedient to them 
in all things, thus setting all you chil- 
dren a perfect example of hcw you 
should obey your parents. If Jesus, the 
Lord of Heaven and earth, could obey 
His mother and her husband, you surely 
ought to obey your own mother and 
father. 

The Bible tells us He grew in wisdom 
and stature—that means in height and 
size. In other words, He grew just like 
you boys grow. My, my, how you do 
grow! Last year I had my two grand- 
sons with me, and I made sweaters and 
socks for them, and I would just think 
I had caught up with them when I'd look 
at one of them, and his arms were stick- 
ing away out of his sleeves, or else the 
other fellow would stick his toes right 
straight out of the end of his socks! 
Growing! 

And the Lord Jesus grew in wisdom. 
Solomon tells us “the fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of knowledge.” How 
many of you are started right, on the 
road to wisdom? There are many peo- 
ple who are going to college and uni- 
versities who have not started right, 
they have re“used to believe in the Lord 
Jesus, so they do not have the fear of 
the Lord in their hearts—and they can 
never be wise, no matter how many 
diplomas and degrees they collect. No 
person is wise who refuses the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Always remezaber this. 

There are some pictures of Jesus that 
I do not like, for they lock too weak 
and feeble. I am sure He was‘a perfect 
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man, strong and athletic, clearheaded 
and farsighted. Think how He walked 
up and down the roads of Judea and 
Galilee and Samaria. No weakling could 
have done that. And I believe God 
wants every one of you to obey health 
rules, and grow in height and size and 
strength, and then use it all for Him. 

For today, you should surely have 
Hofmann’s beautiful picture, “Christ in 
the Temple.” Look at the clear, bright 
face he has painted for the twelve-year- 
old Jesus, and every boy who believes 
in Him should also look like a child of 
the King. 

FELTON, CALIF, 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 9) 

1. Circumcision and dedication. 

2. Eight days (Gen. 17:12) and forty days 
(Lev. 12:2-4) respectively. 

3. It is simply a matter of omission. None 
of the evangelists tells the whole story. 
Matthew 2:1-22 should be placed in the mid- 
dle of Luke 2:39 for historical sequence. 

4. The rite of barmizvah, becoming a son 
of the Law. 

5. He became personally responsible to 
God for his knowledge of and adherence to 
the Law. 

6. See Galatians 4:4, 5. 

7. The earlier period is marked by 
“growth” (Luke 2:40), the later by “ad- 
vance” (v. 52, Gr.). The first is spontaneous, 
the second the result of purposeful effort. 


8. A disciple, but one so enlightened that 
His perception amazed the teachers. His 
questions were not smart catch questions, 
but they revealed His amazing grasp of the 
Law. 


9. She addressed Him as a child instead 
of a responsible youth; she spoke of Joseph 
as His father. 


10. He declared the responsibility of which 
He was conscious — “I must”; He made em- 
phatic reference to God, His Father. 


WueatTon, ILL, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, January 16 
3. “Don’t Count on Me!” 
(Rom, 14:7-12; Luke 12:48b) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 
OST of us have firsthand informa- 
tion concerning the philosophy of 
life expressed by the topic for this 
week’s prayer meeting, “Don’t Count on 
Me!” Perhaps we have used this ex- 
pression frequently ourselves, and cer- 
tainly, we have heard it in our contacts 
with other young pcople in Christian 
work, at school, in the home, and every- 
where else. Like the first two compet- 
ing philosophies of life-in this series, 
“Don’t Count on Me!” is basically self- 
ish. Usually, it indicates a disposition 
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to avoid responsibility in order to spare 
or accommodate self. 
Me 
The desire to avoid responsibility may 
spring from pure laziness, or inertia. 
There may be no real opposition to what 
is proposed. On the contrary, there may 
be a definite acquiescence or approval 
to a certain course of action, but with 
it the realization that if followed it will 
interfere with one’s own self-indulgence. 
Therefore, the answer, “Let someone 
else do it. Don’t count on me!” 
ye 
The avoidance of responsibility may 
come through lack of self-confidence, or 
from a fear that a good job cannot be 
done, hence, there is an unwillingness 
to try, lest the effort end in failure. 
But, here again, self is ministered to, 
in that it is being protected from em- 
barrassment or criticism. 
$e 
Sometimes folks say, “Don’t count on 
me,” because in the past they have made 
an honest effort, and perhaps have done 
a reasonably good job, only to find those 
who were willing to find fault and criti- 
cize, or, what is sometimes almost as 
bad, to have their efforts ignored, or 
given no word of commendation or en- 
couragement. But, understandable as it 
is that they should. say the next time, 
“Don’t count on me,” it is, none the less, 
a selfish attitude, for it is seeking to pro- 
tect self from unpleasantness, or lack of 
appreciation. 
ye 
However, when Christian young peo- 
ple turn to the Word of God, they will 
find no justification for a “don’t count 
on me” attitude. In the first place, God’s 
Word makes it very plain, in the words 
of our first Scripture portion, that “none 
of us liveth to himself” (Rom. 14:7). 
As we havé seen in the two prayer meet- 
ings that have preceded this one, we 
have, first of all, a responsibility to the 
Lord Jesus, who loved us and who gave 
Himself for us. We are not our own, be- 
cause we have been bought with a price, 
and we belong to the Lord (v. 8). We 
have no right to put ourselves and our 
own feelings first, or to indulge our own 
selfish weaknesses and desires. We have 
no right to let our hurt feelings, or our 
desire to avoid uncomfortable situations, 
keep us from doing what the Lord would 
have us do. 
ve 
And, then, we also have a responsi- 
bility to others. To unbelievers, we have 
the responsibility of proclaiming the 
Gospel. Paul felt this responsibility 
keenly when he wrote, “Woe ‘is unto-me, 
if I preach not the gospel!” (1 Cor. 9: 
16.) Our “preaching” responsibility may 
be discharged by the teaching of a Sun- 
day school class, by earnest and faithful 


work in our young people’s group, or, 


by personal witnessing to others when- 
ever we have the chance, but we cannot 
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dodge that responsibility by merely say- 
ing, “Don’t count on me!” Some day we 
shall have to give an account to God 
(Rom, 14:12), and to avoid responsibil- 
ity now, merely means postponing the 
day of reckoning. 
4 
To our fellow Christians, our respon- 
sibility is likened, in God’s Word, to the 
responsibilities: of various parts of the 
body (1 Cor. 12). The body is not all 
head, or all hands, or all feet, but it 
is made up of many parts. Some parts 
have a humble and inconspicuous serv- 
ice to perform. Other parts are more 
prominent, and get more attention. But 
all are necessary, and all fit together 
to make one harmonious whole. So it 
is among Christians. The way in which 
we discharge our responsibilities affects 
not only ourselves, but the whole body 
of Christ, and we cannot evade our 
duties without overloading or injuring 
some other member of the body: of 
Christ. 
4 
All of this does not mean that be- 
cause we are Christians we must neces- 
sarily accept every kind of Christian 
service that is offered to us. There are 
times in the Christian life, when it is 
just as important to say “No,” as it is at 
other times to say “Yes.” God has given 
us the Holy Spirit as a guide. He has 
told us that He has mapped out the pro- 
gram for our lives (Eph, 2:10), and will 
reveal it to us, step by step, as we need 
to know His will. Our part is to go to 
Him day by day, honestly seeking to 
know His will, and asking for direction 
and for enabling for the doing of it, Are 
you thus keeping close to your Guide 
through the daily use of prayer and the 
Word? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
ve 


Children at Home 


How Little Miss Kosher 
Got a Clean Heart 


APA KOSHER’S fruit and vegetable 

store drew the best neighborhood 
trade, for he not only sold the juiciest 
oranges, peaches, and pears, but he al- 
ways had a friendly word for his cus- 
tomers. Mrs. Mackay came in almost 
every day and had made friends with 
Papa Kosher and eight-year-old Matilda, 
a prim little girl with big black eyes 
and dusky curls, 

“How would you like to belong to a 
Hobby Club?” Mrs. Mackay asked Ma- 
tilda one day. “Our Jewish Shepherdess 
is starting this club for girls your age, 
and they meet on Spring Street, only 
two blocks from here.” 

“Oh, I'd love to,” replied Matilda po- 
litely, “but first I'll have to ask my 
mother,” and she disappeared through 
the door leading from the store into the 
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On the Side of the 
Angels 


“And there was war in heaven: 
Michael and his angels -fought 
against the dragon . . . And the 
dragon was wroth with the woman 
[which brought forth the man 
child], and went to make war 
with the remnant of her seed” 
(Rev. 12:7, 13, 17). 


In the last analysis, anti-Semitism 
is Satan-inspired. It not only de- 
spises the human ancestry of our 
Lord, but it corrupts the character 
of the Christian. It is more dan- 
gerous to the Christian than to the 
Jew. Only the entrance of the 
Werd of God into the heart, and the 
exercise of the love of God in Christ 
Jesus, can overcome this insidious 
sin. In this battle the Christian is 
arrayed on the side of the Lord and 
His angels, 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL MIS- 
SIONARY AND RELIEF SOCIETY, 
INC,, is engaged in a world-wide 
ministry of love and mercy wher- 
ever the cry of the afflicted Children 
of Israel rises up to God. 


In Poland, Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, France, Belgium, Holland, 
in Palestine, and in Shanghai, as 
well as in our own country, the hun- 
gry are fed, the naked clothed, the 
hopeless comforted, and the despair- 
ing lifted up and directed to the 
Lord Jesus, the Great Burden 
Beaver. 


Our missionaries and representa- 
tives in many parts of the world 
serve continuously. Here is Chris- 
tianity in action, 


Join the ranks of The Friends of 
Israel, and let your love and prayer 
help to combat the satanic spirit of 
Jew-hatred by showing forth His 
love. 


vWv 


The Friends of Israel 


Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
728-S Witherspoon Building 
Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


Treasurer for Canada: 

REV. BRUCE MILLAR, B.A., B.D. 
Principal, Alma College, St. Thomas, 
Ontario, Canada 
avs ducdeney ats cones tO eo 

also on request. 
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living room just behind it. Soon she 
came back with her sweet-faced mother, 
a Russian Jewess who tried her best to 
want she should learn something, God 
please the God of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob by keeping a strictly kosher, or 


clean, kitchen as she has been taught 
by the Jewish rabbis, 

“What is this Hobby Club? Who 
teaches them? What do they do there? 
Excuse, please, the questions. You'll 
understand me the reason I’m so partic- 
ular, Mrs. Mack, you see mein first was 
a boy, such a beautiful baby. Then 
when he was four year old I lost him 
with diptheria. The Lord gives and the 
Lord takes away, blessed be His name. 


TITHER wine i Calitornia 











The advertisements in The Sunday 
School Times-are there for YOUR use. 
The articles advertised are made to 
meet YOUR needs. This is why the 
regular reading of the advertisements 
proves so well worth while. 
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New Port Richey - - - Florida 


MONTHLY 
for SCRIPTURAL ILLUMINATION 


48 pages monthly, prophetic truths, signs of the 
times, guidance, Bible nuggets. Don't miss its 
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Dr. Keith L. Brooks, Rev. Alan S. Pearce. 
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Now Matilda is mein only one. And I 
want she should grow up a true Jewish 
girl—you understand me? I wouldn’t 
want she should learn something, God 
forbid, against her Jewish religion.” 

“I do understand, Mrs. Kosher, and I 
can promise you that Miss Shepherdess 
loves children, and has an _ especially 
warm place in her heart for Jewish chil- 
dren. She is a Bible-believer like my- 
self who loves all Jewish people because 
our Saviour Jesus is Jewish, too.” 

“That is wonderful! There is so much 
hatred in the world. I wish there was 
more Bible peoples like you. You are 
very educate I can see. Sure, I will let 
Matilda go to the Hobby Club! Why 
not?” 

For a whole winter Matilda attended 
the Hobby Club, At last vacation days 
came, and the long, hot summer stretched 
ahead with no place to play except the 
hot pavement in front of Papa Kosher’s 
store. Then, wonder of wonders, Miss 
Shepherdess came one afternoon and 
persuaded Mother Kosher to let her take 
Matilda with other Jewish girls her own 
age to the seashore for a week. 

“To think,” said Mother Kosher, “mein 
own sister didn’t take Matilda for a few 
days when she was at the shore, but 
you Christians offer to take her for a 
whole week. You are really mein 
friends, and God shall bless you for your 
good hearts. I wouldn’t trust mein only 
child to everyone, but you I can trust.” 

The beach, the bathing, the board- 
walk, the hikes, and the games filed 
that never-to-be-forgotten week full to 
overflowing with good times. But what 
fascinated Matilda most were the daily 
Bible stories centering around the old 
Jewish offerings when a perfect lamb 
was put to death as a picture of Jesus, 
their Jewish Messiah who would one 
day die and shed His blood for the sin 
of the whole world. 

One afternoon as the children were 
returning from their swim, Matilda was 
unusually quiet and thoughtful. “A 
penny for your thoughts,” teased our 
Jewish Shepherdess, 

“I want to know how I can get myself 
clean,” replied Matilda, her big black 
eyes full of solemn questionings. 

Busy hanging up wet bathing suits 
and towels, and knowing how little Miss 
Kosher loved cleanliness, Miss Shepherd- 
ess for once failed to understand. Look- 
ing at Matilda’s sand-coated feet, she 
pointed to the showers. 

“No! No!” choked Matilda, despera- 
tion in her voice. “I mean clean before 
God. Sometimes at home I use a bad 
word or answer back to my mother; 
so how can I ever go to Heaven?” 

As the explanation was given that just 
as the blood of the lamb in Abraham’s 
time made him clean in God’s sight, so 
today the‘blood of Jesus, our Messiah, 
cleanses us from all sin, Matilda lis- 
tened eagerly. 

Since that first summer vacation Ma- 
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tilda has come to understand more 
clearly God’s cleansing work in the 
hearts of His children. She is now a tall 
girl of twelve, and says: “I used to 
envy my girl friends going to Confes- 
sion, but now I see I have something 
better than they have. The Lord Jesus 
has come to live in my heart, and He 
keeps me clean.” 

Little Miss Kosher was satisfied at 
last. She has learned the great lesson 


‘that it is not through confession to a 


priest, or through keeping a _ kosher 
kitchen, as taught by the rabbis, that 
we are made clean in God’s sight, but 
through Jesus, our Messizh, who is “the 
Lamb of. God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world.” 





From “Stories of the Sheepfold,” by a Jew- 
ish Shepherdess — Olive Deane Finestone. 


vg 


With the New Books 


Will the Circle Be Unbroken? By Hy- 
man J. Appelman. (Zondervan Pub. 
House, Grand Rapids 2, Mich., $1.) The 
evangclical believer knows the tru-h; the 
evangelistic worker knows the truth and 
seeks to make it known to others. 
Evangelist Appelman preaches the Gos- 
pel with intense feeling and evidently 
in the power of the Spirit, which qual- 
ity is reflected in the pages of. this book 
of sermons. Here are six messages, each 
a direct hit in the camp of the enemy. 
Satan is unmasked, Christ exalted, sin- 
ners awakened, and Christians are en- 
couraged to witness. 

The book takes its title from the first 
chapter, a sermon on godly family love 
and true Gospel appeal. The second, 
“Straying Sinners and a Suffering Sav- 
iour,” presents a wealih of illustrations 
on personal soul-winning. The message 
on “The Unwanted Christ” brings the 
bitter conviction that men today still 
despise and reject the Lord. How can 
men find it in their hearts to turn from 
His tender mercy and loving-kindness? 
The sermon on “The Blood of Christ”. 
shows the provision God made for blood 
atonement throughout the Old and New 
Testaments, and how the blood of the 
cross is the only Gospel to be preached. 
In this chapter Brother Appelman tells 
how he accepted. Christ the first time 
he heard the Gospel. The last two chap- 
ters are entitled, “In Christ,” and “God’s 
Emancipation Proclamation.” Illustra- 
tions from the evangelist’s personal ex- 
periences may be useful to other Chris- 
tian workers as they minister the Word. 


Burning Hearts. By E. D. Head. (The 
Broadman Press, Nashville 3, Tenn., 
$1.35.) “Like a strident note in the midst 
of inspiring music; like nauseous odor 
in the midst of most pleasing fragrance; 
yea, like black darkness at noonday, 
comes the dark hand of sinister schemefs 
revealing the design of the Devil to de- 
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stroy faith in the greatest miracle, that 
of the resurrection of Jesus. There is 
never an hour when the Adversary is 
not vigilantly watching his opportunity 
to mar and confuse the victories wrought 
by the forces of light. But the one vic- 
tory he would rather annul than all 
others is that of the Son of God over 
death and the grave.” This is the first 
paragraph in the sermon entitled, “The 
Devil's Dark Hand,” which is possibly 
the best message in the series of eleven 
sermons making up this book. Each 
message touches on some phase of the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. All have 
a practical application. The author states 
in his preface that the titles are the out- 
come of his Bible teaching tenure in Bay- 
lor University. The messages are devout, 
evangelical, and earnest in their appeal. 
The language is excellent and the ideas 
are suggestive. There is also much useful, 
illustrative material. The book will be 
a help to all ministers on the subject of 
the Resurrection. 


No Trumpet Before Him. By Nelia 
Gardner White. (Westminster Press, 
Philadelphia 7; $3.) The mind of the 
reviewer was disposed in favor of this 
book at the start. Was it not natural to 
suppose that the winner of an $8,000 
prize fiction contest offered by a re- 
ligicus publisher -would be genuinely 
Christian throughout? As the story con- 
tinued he kept looking for some 
emphasis of Christian truth. However, 
after reading several chapters, he came 
to see that there was further and further 
departure from the truth as the plot 
unfolded. The conclusion is most. dis- 
appointing and unsatisfactory. 

A Methodist bishop moves an obscure 
young preacher from a little village to 
the most prominent pulpit in that area, 
in the city where the bishop himself 
resides. There is a great deal of resent- 
ment and opposition on the part of many 
of the leading members, who try to 
have him removed. The pastor shows a 
good spirit and weathers the storm, He 
is a humble man and has many good 
qualities, but you feel like taking him 
out and giving him a good shaking once 
in a while. The bishop’s daughter (who 
has left her husband) is a backslidden 
church member and a cigarette-smoking 
flirt, who falls in love with the pastor 
and openly declares it. Eventually the 
pastor is brought on the carpet before 
the official board because of this, and 
unexpectedly receives a vote of confi- 
dence. He goes from this meeting to 
tell the bishop’s brazen daughter that 
he loves her. What a mess! 

The author is ignorant of the New 
Testament meaning of the word “saint.” 
Smoking is endorsed if it is not carried 
to extremes. There is a distinct flavor 
of the “universal fatherhood of God and 
brotherhood of man,” with the conse- 
quent social gospel emphasis. There is 
also the idea of an inherent spark of 
divinity to be developed into m=‘uri-y, 
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wee A Christian Faculty 
Builds Christian Lives 


The men and women of Multnomah faculty are 
consecrated to their task. As living examples of 
devotion to the Bible and Christian Service their 
teaching carries conviction which students sense 
and accept. FREE tuition. Three- Year Bible 
Course. Ask for catalog, 
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Free to All Inquirers 


ULTNOMAH 
School of the B IBL E 
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Without any 

charge, you may 

have a copy of “Your 

Gift that Lives.” It tells of the 
work of the American Bible 
Society, beautifully illustrated 


with scenes from many lands 
and answers 31 questions 
about American Bible Society 
Annuity Agreements, that 
give you an assured income 
for life. Sent postage free. 





Would you like a 
regular income for life? 


For more than 100 years, the American Bible 
Society has issued Annuity Agreements to 
thousands of men, women and children, 

In addition to obtaining a regular income, 
you have the joy of knowing that a portion of 
your Gift will, in due time, be used to further 
the worldwide work of the American*Bible 
Society which, in 133 years, has distributed 
nearly 400,000,000 copies of God’s Word, 
“without note or comment or purpose of profit.” 

Is peace worth working for? Will God's 
Word stand the test? Is there anything we tan 
do to further the cause? The answer to all 
three questions is an emphatic YES! 

Even though you do not have the funds 
available today, there may come a day when 
you will want to join the other thousands 
who, from time to time, add to their Annuity 
Agreements, 

Just fill out the coupon and “Your Gift 
that Lives” will soon be in 
your hands, No charge, It’s 
free to all who write us. 


AMERICAN 
BIBLE SOCIETY 
450 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, N.Y. 
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although not stated in those words. 
There is also a plea for the endorsement 
of interracial marriages. Throughout 
the entire 344 pages there is not one 
clear-cut statement of evangelical Chris- 
tianity to be found. Conversion, regen- 
eration, atonement—none of these are 
involved in the least. The author speaks 
disparagingly of those who are “funda- 
mental” and “Puritanical” as though this 
were a thing to be ashamed of. On the 
other hand, the expression, English, 
scholarship, composition, and presenta- 
tion leave nothing to be desired. The 
author is well read, has a psychological 
turn of mind, and evidently writes from 
a wide and varied experience. 

For those who want real heart-warm- 
ing evangelical literature, the book will 
prove to be a great disappointment. It 
is not recommended to the readers of 
THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMEs, 


And Jesus In the Midst. A series of 
sermons on the Passion of our Lord. 
By Prof. Herman Hoeksema, (Wm. B. 
Eerdmans Pub, Co., Grand Rapid: 3, 
Mich., $1.50... Some may think that the 
study of the Cross, the central theme of 
the Gospel, has long ago been exhausted. 
Let this author prove you are wrong. 
The reading of this stimulating volume 
will show again that this is an inex- 
haustible mine of truth. Prof. Hoeksema 
starts with the Crucifixion, so simply 
told by the evangelists, and with nine 
gripping chapters he follows a logical 
line of truth clear through the Resurrec- 
tion. His firm belief in the sovereignty 
of God enables him to do this. His refu- 
tation of the Liberal view of the death 
of Christ leaves nothing to be said. He 
makes God’s necessary judgment on sin 
very real. Those who hold to the his- 
toric view of Christianity will rejoice 
in this study. 


Gold Prospector. By William Marshall 
Rush. (Longmans, Green & Co., New 














It Was Flappening on-- 


JANUARY 1, 1810 


Napoleon I was Emperor of France, George 
III reigned over England and James Madison 
was President of the United States. 


The contributions these men made to the 
> er of the world were great, but how in- 
significant compared to the Word of God— 
man’s comfort and salvation through the ages. 


ON JANUARY 1, .1810 THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY had been in existence for 
only twenty-seven days. In the intervening years thousands of Bibles have been distributed 
in New York City to those who have great need of spiritual comfort. 

THE ANNUITY PLAN OF THE NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY enables you to have an 
integral part in this work. Be assured of a lifctime income and be assured your funds are 
working for God. A New York Bible Society annuity is a truly Christian Investment. 
Send for our free descriptive booklet today. 


Rev. D. J. FANT, General Secretary 
NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY Pesagh cr gry rst as 








January 1, 1949 


York 3; $2.50.) Young Seth Monroe goes 
to Montana to prospect for gold (1895), 
leaving a dull and unpromising job in 
his father’s store in Missouri. His ad- 
ventures in the mining camps and with 
the Indians in the wilds are exciting, 
although some things are perhaps a little 
overdrawn. The author is evidently an 
authority on geology, but his long, tech- 
nical explanations are wearisome to the 
average reader who is not a student of 
science. There is no romance in the 
story, and the ending is somewhat disap- 
pointing. It could not be termed a Chris- 
tian novel by any means, and the inclu- 
sion of some profanity toward the end is 
regrettable. 
we 


The Fullness of Time 
(Continued from second page) 


to work is something essential to per- 
sistence in Christian work and in prayer. 

Banished from her home for twenty- 
two years because of her faith in Christ, 
a Korean woman had the joy of being 
received back by her husband and sons 
when they were converted. Their con- 
version was the answer to prayers con- 
tinued for twenty-two years. That dear 
saint of God did not give up praying 
because years passed before the answer 
came, and in the fullness of time, the 
answer did come. So shall it be with 
us if we will persist in patient prayer. 

“Sometime, somewhere” 
The way will open, and the light will shed 
Its welcome radiance upon paths I tread 
With tears and prayer. 

“Sometime” for those I love I shall be 

given 

The one great boon that I have asked of 

Heaven. 
“He will not tarry” though He linger late — 
So I can wait. 
—Sally Neil Roach. 

After a serious accident that meant 
months of confinement to bed, a woman 
asked her doctor, “How long shall I have 
to lie helpless here?” “Only one day at 
a time,” was the wise and cheerful an- 
swer, and there is a secret for life’s 
waiting times. The promise is, “As thy 
days, so shall thy strength be” (Deut. 
33:25), and, “They that wait for Jehovah 
shall renew their strength” (Isa. 40:31, 
R.V.). Let us not be impatient and un- 
believing and so fail to wait for God’s 
time. Rather let us quietly trust Him 
and await His time to explain life’s mys- 
teries, rectify its wrongs, relieve its sor- 
rows, and reward its labors. 

In the fullness of the time God sent 
forth His Son, and in the fullness of the 
time He will send Him fcrth again. 
Meanwhile, in our. own little personal 
world, as we wait for a “coming of the 
Lord” for our deliverance, let us be 
sure that not too soon, and not too late, 
but in the fullness of the time He will 
surely come, and we shall rejoice. In 
the meantime, “Be patient therefore, 
brethren . . . for the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh” (Jas, 5:7, 8). 
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The Christian Fellowship Tour 
in 1949 


(Continued from page 7) 


rail journey homeward, stopping off for 
two days to enjoy the magnificent scen- 
ery of Glacier National Park. 

In past years, many have found in 
the Christian Fellowship Tours, spon- 
sored by THE Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, a 
most delightful and convenient way to 
travel, Companionship with other Chris- 
tians who do those things and enjoy 
those things that would be expected of 
a group of Christians, makes for freedom 
from many of the annoyances of modern 
travel. Living together throughout the 
entire trip, members of the party really 
get acquainted, and none need be lonely 
while enjoying the marvelous wonders 
of God’s creation. All are spared the 
bother of having to look out for sched- 
ules and train connections, and are free 
from the burden of handling baggage. 
Rail and hotel accommodations are all: 
arranged in advance, and all along the 
way, the party is assured of excellent 
service, delicious dining car and hotel 
meals, comfortable sleeping quarters, and 
the finest in modern rail and motor 
coach and steamship comforts, 

It is planned that Mr. John W. Lane, 
Jr., Associate Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHoo. Trmes, who has accompanied a 
number of earlier Christian Fellowship 
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parties, will be with the 1949 group. De- 
tailed information and a descriptive 
itinerary will be mailed to any who de- 
sire them, just as soon as they are ready 
for distribution. Just address Mr. John 
W. Lane, Jr., Associate Editor of The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N, 13th Street, 
Philadelphia 5, 
4 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 10 to 16 
Mon.—Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23. 
The Childhood of Jesus. 
PraYER SuccEsTions: “Egypt .. . Naz- 
areth.” These places, the early homes 
of the infant Saviour, contain for Jews 
and Christians a wealth of meaning. For 
the Church there is the lesson of humil- 
ity. For Israel that of the hardness and 
meanness of human depravity. For their 
epithet “Nazarene” became a fool of the 
Devil helping them to reject and crucify 
the Prince of Glory. When, eventually, 
they shall look on Him whom they have 
pierced, the blindness of their inner eyes 
will be cured and they will see how 
woefully they misunderstood, misjudged, 
and mistreated their Messiah. Let the 
infant Saviour’s early years teach you 
submission to the will of God. Pray 
for Multnomah School of the Bible, 632 
N. E. Halladay, Portland 14, Oreg. 


Tues.—Luke 2:25-35. Simeon’s Gratitude. 

PRAYER Succestions: “Then took he 
him [the infant Jesus] up in his arms, 
and blessed God.” Read carefully the 
words of gratitude for Christ offered 
to God by godly Simeon. They have 
become for us an inspired song both of 
appreciation and prophecy. It.will pay 
you. always to borrow Bible language 
for your praises to the Lord. It will 
pay, too, to become familiar with the 
outlines of prophecies concerning Christ 
and His Kingdom. Prophecy is as a lamp 
in a dark place. You need it very much 
in the world’s present darkness. Pray 
for the Bible House of Los Angeles, 927 
S. Moreland Ave., Los Angeles 6. 
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Grades 1 to 3. Location, Bloomfield, N. J. Send replies 
with ik ee el 
to W. J. , 223 Prospect St., East Orange, N. J. 
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Christian Sanatorium 
WYCKOFF, NEW JERSEY 
has several openings for 
NURSES 
TRAINED ATTENDANTS 
AND DOMESTIC WORKERS 


Please write to 
DIRECTOR OF NURSES 
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BIRTHDAY 
CARE 


e Attractively 
made in one com- 
plete mold.12 pink 
“icandles come 
with each cake 
j model. 

Every Sunday 
School will want 
one of these new 
imitation birth- 
day cakes to ropes. 
nize children’s birth- 
days. Lasts indefinitely: realistic, non-breakable. 

Birthday Cake model with 1 doz. candles $2.75. 
Extra candles 25¢ a dozen. Postage extra. 

Your dealer can supply you. Ask for helpful 
catalog of Sunday School materials Free. 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ, INC. 
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This work is known as Evangelical 
Tract Distributors, is supported entirely 
by freewill offerings, and is interdenomi- 
national, evangelical, and fundamental. 
We are printing and mailing out Gospel 
tracts, absolutely free of charge, to all 
who can use them with the main em-, 
phasis placed upon the tract needs of 
evangelical, forein missionaries. We are 
working in 15 different languages, have 
over 1,200 foreign missionaries on our 
order list and thus far have had the joy 





Prayer Warriors Urgently Needed 


Evangelical Tract Distributors, P.O. Box 146, Edmonton, Alta., Canada 


of sending out over 71,023,000 tracts. We 
are hopelessly swamped with urgent or- 
ders for tracts in native languages from 
evangelical missionaries and are unable 
to meet their tract needs because of a lack 
of funds. We must have more prayer 
and financial support. Withbdut obligat- 
ing yourself in any way, would you 
kindly write us requesting our monthly + 
paper, “The Evangelist,” and tracts, if 
you can use. them. Address all communi- 
cations to 
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FIFTEEN BEAUTIFUL SCENES! 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Jan. 16) Jan. 1, 1949 





























ake Bible stories “come fo life” 





‘Complete | Library of Bibleland Setting 3 
in Brilliant Color 


in’ brilliant 3-dimen- 
‘sional effect—with. Video- graph Flannel Backgrounds. 
Each of the fifteen colorful scenes is a faithful por- 
‘trayal of.a Bibleland setting. Their dramatic simplicity 
‘and versatility give a broader horizon to visual teach- 
* ing df Old and New Testament. The soft, heavy flannel 
is pleasing to touch; its fine texture assures years of 

‘usefulness: Soff adhesive nap keeps figures from slip- 


ping or falling, Each background is 24x36 inches, —- Visual 


sealed in cellophane. Make your stories “live” 
~ teach, in Technicolor—with Video-graphs, the finest 


in Flannel backgrounds. 


ey e 


VILLAGE, ‘No. 905 (above), and 14 others 





901—Temple or: OThicne Room—For all 
temple ° ‘storie throne room or 





902—Basic Outdoor—For practically all 
Stories from Gospel of Matthew. 
903—Room Inferior—Suited for home 
scenes and‘ other interior settings. 
904—Grassy Slope River—A basic scene 
for Sermon on the Mount, feeding 
5,000,: parables, etc. 
905—Palestinian Village—Basic for all 
‘stories with village settings. 
906—Seascape—Basic for marine scenes. 
907—Mt. Sinai Besert—Basic. for all des- 
ert scenes. ©. 
908—Night—For outdoor scenes, the 
magi, shepherds, Nicodemus. 
909——-Village Street—A basic scene for 
all stories with Street selling. 


910—Christmas—Suited to the nativity 
story. 

911—Easter—Crucifixion and Resurree- 
tion. 


912—Basic Outdoor—Road to Emmaus. z 


story and other rural roadway 
scenes as Good Samaritan, Elijah, 
etc. 

913—~Accessory Piece—To be cut apart 


and pieces used to. modify other 


backgrounds, 


914—Basic Outdoor with Lake—A ene : 


eral pastoral scene for many O. T. 


and N. T. stories whose setting is’ 


beside a lake. 
~ 915—Prison—All prison stories, as Jo- 
seph in prison, Daniel in den of 


lions, Paul and Silas, Peter, etc. 


: FOR SALE AT YOUR BOOKSELLER'S OR DIRECT 


| DESIGNED PRODUCTS 
149 HARRISON STREET ¢ OAK PARK, ILL. 









Education _ 
at its beet 





Wed.—Matthew 2:3-12. 
The Visit of the Wise Men. 


Prayer Succestions: “There came wise 
men from the east to Jerusalem .:. . to 
worship him” (vs. 1, 2). The stage for 
the first advent of Christ was set in 
Heaven. How Christ came in deep humil- 
ity crowned with Heaven’s glory the 
holy record records. The second advent 
will be with more glory. We who know 
Him did not see the first, but we shall 
see the second advent. What a day! 
Pray that you may be ready for that 
revelation. 

Thurs.—Isaiah 7:10-16. The Infancy of Jesus. 

Prayer Succestions: “The child.” Pa- 
triarchs and prophets earnestly looked 
forwar@ to the advent of Immanuel — 
the virgin’s Son. And when He finally 
did appear, Israel was at her deepest 
depth of spiritual decline. Gross dark- 
ness covered the faces of all people, and 
the land was forsaken of both her kings. 
Cesar ruled, and ushered in days of 
deeper sorrow for the nation. Neverthe- 
less in that land of the shadow of death 
light sprang up with the advent of 
Christ. That was the birthday of the 
hope of humanity. Pray for the Amer- 
ican Seminary of the Bible, 1101 E. 35th 
St., Brooklyn 10, N. Y. 

Fri.—Luke 2:39-52. The Boyhood of Jesus. 

Prayer Succestions: “And the child 
grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled 
with wisdom: and the grace of God was 
upon him.” Physically, mentally, and 
spiritually Christ was perfect. He is in 
His person all that the perfect thought 
of God could present to this world for 
man’s instruction and salvation. These 
threefold qualities, perfect in the boy 
Jesus, appear more fully in the man 
Christ Jesus. And it is to His perfect 
image that we are, by grace, to be con- 
formed. Pray that more of His grace 
may be seen in your thinking, speaking, 
and actions. 

Sat.—Mark 6:1-6. Jesus With His Own. 

PRAYER SuccesTIONS: “He came unto 
his own, and his own received him not” 
(John 1:11). Our Lord was without 
honor among His own townspeople. We, 
too, must expect to be quite unnoticed, 
if we are spiritual, by those who are our, 
kith and kin, and our neighbors and 
acquaintances, The spiritual man no 
man understands. People who love 
superficiality will think lightly of real- 
ity.. As the prophets, Christ and [lis 
apostles were disesteemed by those 
nearest ‘to them. Expect similar 
treatment. Pray that you may not 
faint under the fiery trial of rejection 
by loved ones and acquaintances. 
Sun.—Hebrews 1:1-9. The Son of God. ‘ 

PRAYER SucGcEsTIONs: “God... hath 
in these last days spoken unto us by 
his Son.” It is unreasonable not to 
believe this Scriptural declaration, for 
there is more on the side of faith than 
of doubt. If the mind of man could 
invent any other way to give us 
finality of truth it would be different, 
but it cannot, Pray for the nation. 
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